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ABSTRACT 
What follows is an enumerative bibliography of 9 small 
Northamptonshire towns from 1600 to 1850. This bibliography is 
designed to help local historians research the social, cultural and 
economic histories of these towns during the 17th, 18th and 19th 
centuries. 
The first half of the work includes a review of previous bibliographies; 
bibliographical description with history; a methodology chapter with 
details of population, collection and presentation of data; a county 
history; user guide and conclusion. The second half incorporates the 
main bibliography. 
The relevant local history collections of Leicester University Library; 
the Mark Fitch Fund Library of the Department of English Local 
History at Leicester; Nottingham University Hallward Library and the 
Northamptonshire Studies Collection in Northampton Central Library 
were used to do this research. Only material in non-manuscript form 
was included and these comprised of books, articles and miscellaneous 
articles. Some details of the 'Northampton Mercury' newspaper 1720-
1900 are also described. 
It is concluded that computers will play an increasingly important role 
in bibliographic construction owing to their advantages in terms of 
time, efficiency and presentation. Recommendations for future 
research are to expand the bibliography to include the 
Northamptonshire Record Office, the local studies collections of 
relevant public libraries, as well as the British Library in London and 
the Bodleian Library, Oxford. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
INTRODUcnON 
In the following pages the reader will find a bibliography of nine 
Northamptonshire small towns covering the period 1600 to 1850. 
These are: Brackley, Daventry, Kettering, King's Cliffe, Oundle, 
Peterborough, Rothwell, Towcester and Wellingborough. The first half 
of the work is a discussion of the background and history to 
bibliography in general; a description of how the work was carried out; 
a history of the small towns of Northamptonshire between these dates 
and a user guide to this work. 
1.1 The 'Small Towns Project' 
This work grew out of the Small Towns Project under research at the 
Centre for Urban History, Leicester University. The Centre has been 
conducting a 'Small Towns Project' (otherwise known as the 
Datatown Project) since 1985. The objective is to research and analyse 
the history of the small towns of every English county during the years 
1600-1850. The other aims are described in detail later in this chapter. In 
order to do this research, it was thought that a set of bibliographies 
would be useful, one for each county, so that sources of information 
could be located. The eventual aim is to publish completed and 
comprehensive county bibliographies. 
The 'Small Towns Project' was initially set up as part of a French-
English comparative study under the CNR5-ESCR (Economic and 
Social Research Council) Franco-British programme under the 
leadership of Prof. J.P. Poussou of the Sorbonne and Prof. Peter Clark of 
Leicester University. During 1986-87, funding was provided by the 
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Nuffield Foundation and by the Manpower Services Commission 
'Community Programme'. About this time, Prof. Michael Reed of the 
Department of Information and Library Studies, Loughborough 
University, became associated with this project. In 1988, there was 
further funding made available from the ESCR and since 1989, the 
European Community (EC Social Fund) has provided help. 
The 'Small Towns Project' has five main concerns: 
1) The gathering of small town static population data for 
England from the 16th to the 19th centuries. 
2) The gathering of aggregative parish register data. 
3) The collection of economic, particularly occupational 
information. 
4) Bibliographic and town descriptions. 
5) Social and cultural information. 
Very little is known of the wider economic and social functions of 
small towns, particularly in the 18th and 19th centuries, except in one 
or two regional and local studies. (1) The early modem period of history 
witnessed drastic changes for many English small towns and Prof. 
Clarke writes; 
'We need to investigate the regional and sub-regional 
variations in the networks of small towns, as well as the 
importance of such communities as industrial and 
service centres. In addition, we have to analyse the impact 
on local networks of urban concentration and 
rationalization (from the late 17th century), and of 
transport and industrial advances'. (2) 
This material is being transferred from personal microcomputer 
terminals belonging to the Centre for Urban History and the old 
University mainframe computer onto Leicester University's new 
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mainframe computer, an SGI MERLIN. This has been in place since the 
2nd June 1992. 
L2 Definition of a Small Town 
According to the project, a small town is defined as having a 
population of >500 and <2500 in the early 1600's and >2500 and <5000 
up to 1850. The Northamptonshire towns covered in this project 
comprise the seven core towns of Daventry, Kettering, Oundle, 
Peterborough, Rothwell, Towcester and Wellingborough and the 
marginal towns (in terms of population figures) of Brackley and King's 
Cliffe. Northampton itself is not included because of its greater size. 
1.3 Definition of a Bibliography 
A bibliography is a listing of books or articles with the aim of helping a 
researcher to locate them with ease. This work is an 'enumerative' or 
'systematic' bibliography which has logical coordinating factors between 
its items, in this case certain geographically close towns and their 
histories between 1600 and 1850. It is also 'retrospective' in that it is not 
intended to be updated annually. 
L4 Bibliographic Coverage in the Past 
Sturges (3), stated that the British library Research and Development 
Department reported that 'A system of bibliographies, preferably 
regional bibliographies needs to be encouraged'.i He said that on a 
national level, Scotland and N. Ireland have bibliographies being 
updated annually while on a regional level, East Anglia, the East 
Midlands (of interest because it includes Northamptonshire and the 
I STURGES, R.P. and D. DIXON, An Investigation of local publications British 
library Research and Development Department Report No. 5645, 
(Loughborough, Dep\. of Information and Ubrary Studies, Loughborough 
University, 1983). 
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soke of Peterborough) and The Northern Bibliography are all current 
works. At the county level, Sussex publishes annually. Kent and 
Norfolk have finished retrospective bibliographies (not to be updated) 
while Lancashire, Lincolnshire and Staffordshire were all either 
beginning one or had a bibliography underway. Apart from these, York 
University set up a local studies database in 1983, starting work on 
Warwickshire and the City of York. The work later petered out through 
lack of money and has not been restarted. 
Julian (1984) explains the reasons for having a local/regional 
bibliography as four-fold from a librarians point of view. 
1) Because of the increase in use and growth in local studies material 
2) A list indicates what is in a collection. 
3) It serves as a reflection of the speed, effectiveness and usefulness of a 
local studies collection. 
4) It helps in the exploitation of stock. 
Julian also indicates the problems with the British National 
Bibliography having a lack of national coverage and the British 
Humanities Index which has discontinued its sectional lists. (4) He adds 
that Hertfordshire now has a bibliography underway. 
As far as Northamptonshire is concerned Julian says: 
'Northamptonshire has a massive 71 volumed listing 
of retrospective material published circa 1870. Since 
that date, material has not been adequately listed until 
the county began contributing to the East Midland 
Bibli~aphy. No projects are planned to compile another 
bibliography either current or retrospective'. (5) 
English (1989), discussed an on-line bibliographical attempt by Hull 
University begun in 1988 and still continuing, which covered East 
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Yorkshire. She went into some detail about training, subject coding 
decisions, computer use and lists of materials searched. These included 
books, pamphlets, periodical articles, theses and some manuscripts, 
The database could in the future be accessed via the JANET Ooint 
Academic Network) System. (6) 
Townsend's (1990) A Bibliggraphy of the Small Towns in Essex, 1600-
1850, an M.A. Thesis, is the most relevant and recent bibliography to 
this project.1i It comes out of the same two departments as this one, 
namely the Centre for Urban History at Leicester University and the 
Department of Information and Library Studies, Loughborough 
University. (7) Many of the lessons learnt by Townsend have been 
applied here. She stresses that local history continues to increase in 
popularity and mentions the East Midlands Bibliggraphy, Bibliotheca 
Northamptonensis and Victoria County History among others as 
useful sources. Her treatment of the history, subjects covered, coding 
and recording strategies, computer details (Word 11 wordprocessing 
package and Apple Macintosh Computer) and chapter headings were 
particularly interesting. 
LS Objectives 
This bibliography is produced as a result of the scattered and patchy 
coverage of Northamptonshire, and the needs of the Centre for Urban 
History at Leicester. Its other objectives are to be of use to local libraries 
and local historians (amateur and professional), interested readers and 
those researching their backgrounds and family history. 
Ii Cambridgeshire has also been done and leicestershire Is well underway, by the 
same department. 
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This work is based on the collections of Leicester University Library, 
the Mark Fitch Fund library (Topography Room) of the Department of 
English Local History at Leicester University, Nottingham University 
Hallward Library and the Northamptonshire Studies Collection, 
Northamptonshire Central library. 
This bibliography aims to include the background and reasoning 
behind and for this work; an overview and history of the subject of 
bibliographical study; the methodology of the dissertation, including 
sources of information, the way information was found and recorded, 
the method of coding, details of computing and printing and problems 
of compilation, a history of Northamptonshire with particular 
reference to its small towns between 1600 and 1850; notes for using the 
bibliography; a conclusion and appendices and finally the bibliography 
itself. 
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CHAPTER TWO 
TIlE HISTORY, DESCRIFI10N AND CURRENT STATE OF 
BIBUOGRAPHIES 
2.1 Introduction 
This chapter looks at the nature and purpose of bibliography, its history, 
the types of bibliography available and how computers have and are likely 
to improve upon the development of bibliographic construction. 
2.2 Definition 
Bibliography was said to originate in post-classical Greece and is derived 
from two Greek words, biblion meaning 'book' and grllphein meaning 'to 
write'. (1) Etymologically, therefore, bibliography means 'the writing of 
books'. The Greek bibliogrllphos was a copyist of manuscripts and 
bibliography was originally about the mechanical writing and copying of 
books, not their composition. Later it also included construction. In the 
18th century the meaning changed in France from 'writing of books' to 
'writing about books', Europe followed suit. However, since that time the 
word has lacked precision, causing confusion as to its actual meaning. In 
fact, in 1950 Percy Freer listed 50 definitions of the word used since 1678, 
most of them post-1900 (2). The confusion arises because 'bibliography' 
refers to a finished product of various types with techniques using precise 
rules of research, transcription, description and classification of documents 
(3). However, at a meeting of the Bibliographical Society in 1932, Sir Waiter 
Greg defined bibliography as 'the study of books as material objects' and 
'the science of transmission of literary documents' (t), He included in this 
definition the development of particular tests in the phases of production 
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and reproduction as well as the genealogy and relationship of various texts 
(5). Stokes says that in the majority of cases it simply conveys the idea of a 
1ist of books'. (6) 
Bibliography may also be defined according to purpose. Back in 1932, 
Walter Creg said that this was to serve the production and distribution of 
accurate texts. More recently the purpose has been said to help the flow of 
communication by helping people to locate books and audio-visual 
materials. It also 'creates meaningful order from the records of human 
experience: (7) 
2.3 Bibliographical History 
Most early bibliographies were lists of an author's works included in a 
bibliography. For example, the library at Alexandria in the 3rd century B.C. 
held the most extensive collection of Creek literature in the ancient world. 
On the orders of Ptolemy Philadelphus, two catalogues were created: one 
of tragedies and the other of comedies. The Greek poet Callimochus was 
the librarian there. He also created a critical catalogue called Pinakes with 
120 subject divisions for the most important books in the library. (8) 
Much later, in the 5th century A.D., St Jerome compiled a bibliography 
called De Dlustribus Viris, which he would have preferred to call De 
Scriptoribus Ecclesiasticus. The first example of a bibliography at the end of 
a book other than a biography was The Ecclesiastical HistoO' of Britain (AD 
731) by the Venerable Bede. Other bibliographies were written by monks 
about their theological collections. Books printed before the 15th century 
are now known as IPlcUPlllbu/1I ,ie the cradle or the origin of a thing. 
Bibliographies were printed when the hand press was invented in the mid 
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15th century and by the mid-18th century, bibliography had become a 
distinct area of knowledge. The number of classification schemes increased 
and the theoretical aspects were delved into by scholars. libraries began 
printing catalogues of collections, such as at Oxford in 1738, In the early 
19th century, bibliography became well established as the major tool in 
academic research and continues to be today. Bibliographical societies and 
journals were started to keep abreast of new developments, such as the 
Bibliographical Society founded in London (1892). It was composed of 
librarians, professors, lecturers, teachers and rare-book dealers and 
collectors and is still in existence today. Some of the members promote 
the art of bookmaking or collecting, others the study of literature. Others 
fund historical research of books and publish their findings. 
Only in the last 60 years has bibliographic study achieved full recognition 
as a separate field, and the demands of the information explosion have 
had a massive impact upon the study of bibliography and their 
construction. 
2..4 Bibliographical Desaiption. 
This section will be fairly brief as it has already been covered by Townsend. 
(9) Books may be located by one or more of at least three kinds of analysis. 
(10) 
a) Physical Analysis. This includes the study of books as physical objects, 
finding each book in relation to other revisions, editions or copies of the 
same book. The product is called descriptive bibliography or catalogue; an 
arrangement of books in a list. 
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b) Subject Analysis. Fmds each book with reference to other books in the 
same subject, producing lists of books under the same subject. 
c) Author and/or Title Analysis. Finds books with a similar relationship 
by the same or different authors and/or titles of books. The list resulting 
from any of these is called Enumerative bibliography. 
Stokes says that bibliographical method falls into two reasonably distinct 
halves. (11) The first is Enumerative/Systematic, the second is 
Analytical/Critical. 
2.4.1 EnumerativelSystematic Bibliography. 
This is the most widely known and the simplest. It is the straightforward 
listing of books, articles, or audio-visual materials in a logical manner, 
with limited details which are linked by some kind of coordinating factor. 
There will have been some sort of selection to determine what to include. 
Townsend adds that: 
'If the aim of a bibliography is to provide the means 
to expand a person's knowledge of a subject 
restrictions should not be placed upon who is able 
to benefit, by making the bibliography difficult to 
understand: (12) 
An important example of an enumerative bibliography is the British 
National Bibliography. As such works are used in library administration 
they require bibliographic control and a painstaking, conscientious 
approach. Perfect Control would result in a complete record of every 
printed approach. Other types include author and subject bibliographies, 
universal, national and trade, publishers catalogues, indexes to periodicals, 
abstracting journals, periodical-literature surveys, bibliographies of 
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bibliographies and computer data-bases. This bibliography on 
Northamptonshire towns is enumerative. 
2.4.2. Analytical/Critical Bibliography. 
This is principally concerned with the examination of a book to see how 
far it differs from the imagined 'ideal copy'. Afterwards a detailed 
description of its physical make-up is made, 'So that the accuracy and 
intention of the author's text may be established.' (13) The paper, 
watermarks, printing process and mistakes are investigated and a process 
of collation to establish the individuality of a copy may be said to occur. 
Analytical bibliography divides into three types: descriptive, textual and 
historical. 
1) Descriptive Bibliography is the identification of the standard copies and 
all the variants (14) in detail. It consists of seven parts; a) the heading. b) 
full transcript of the title page, c) collation entry, d) art collation, e) a page 
by page description, f) facts regarding the work as a whole and g) facts 
relating to the particular copy under scrutiny. The purpose it to describe 
the book in the state in which the printer or publisher had hoped and 
intended that it would appear. 
2) Textual Bibliography involves the study and comparison of different 
editions of the same text. It requires great knowledge of the author'S 
works, the age in which he or she lived and the contemporary printing 
and publishing practices. According to Stokes in the late 1960s and early 
1970s it was the most controversial area of bibliography (15), mainly because 
it touches the disciplines it aims to serve. Textual bibliography was seen as 
an unwelcome newcomer. 
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3) Historical Bibliography concerns itself with the placing and dating of 
items, the society of the times and the contemporary methods of book 
production (like textual bibliography). It includes waxed tablets, papyrus 
rolls, codices, baked clay tablets, wall paintings with words and printer's 
type-faces. Dates of books can be determined allowing forgeries to be 
discovered, for example where a certain type-face was not used until 150 
years after the item is said to have been printed. Stokes says that 'in these 
days of the advances of local studies, it needs work to be done in 
understanding and interpreting the whole of the book trade in depth at a 
local level.' (16) 
2.5 Computer Technology and Bibliographies 
This section will investigate current computer use, its history with 
relevance to bibliography, databases and likely future developments. 
2.5.1 Current computer use. Computers have been the cause of many 
advances in bibliographic construction and compilation. Bibliographic 
data on disk can be constantly revised and updated, speedily, accurately 
and consistently. It is more versatile compared to the old manual methods 
and is both time-saving and cost-effective to use. However, the old printed 
catalogues are still very useful alongside computer databases. OP AC 
terminals, CD-ROM (Compact Disk, Read Only Memory) machines and 
outline bibliographic services have revolutionised library services. Such 
databases as 'UBERTAS', used in Leicester University Library make a 
user's work of locating materials much easier, once they have come to 
terms with computer searching. Outline services provide access to a much 
wider amount of information as they link in with other libraries miles 
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away. Academic, business and professional libraries provide on-line 
services for a fee with printing services. 
Computers have been used in descriptive and analytical biographies, but 
are mainly used in enumerative ones. They can also be utilized in error 
detection in indexing. They are particularly good when handling 
extremely large files; for doing several searches in parallel, giving multiple 
access points .to texts; doing complex searches; printing lists; producing 
system management information and for microfilm production. Disks 
may also be taken elsewhere, making them very accessible. 
2.5.2. Computer History and Bibliography. Computers were first used for 
information work in the 1950s and were successful in the 1960s when they 
were developed for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) and the National Library of Medicine in America (11) where in 
1964 the Medical Literature Analysis and Retrieval System (MEDLARS) 
database was introduced. 
2.5.3. Databases More and more, databases are being constructed for subject 
specialists, such as chemical abstracts. Since 1974, Books in print has been 
produced from records stored on magnetic tape and discs. Other databases 
include the Library of Congress MARC (Machine Readable Cataloguing) 
project, the OCLC (Ohio College Library Center) database, Lockheed's 
DIALOG and the British Library Automated Information Service 
(BLAISE). Part of this last one is suitable for compiling bibliographies. 
Recently, the International Standard Bibliographic Description (ISBD) by 
the International Federation for Library Associates (IFLA), has been a good 
attempt to develop standardized cataloguing practices. 
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Townsend reported in 1990 that Software packages such as Hyperbole and 
Worclmarc Composer were being used to create indexes, glossaries, word-
lists and aoss- referencing, and that bibliographic packages would soon 
become available. (18) In fact by 1992 there are at least three 'reasonably' 
priced specifically designed bibliographic databases ; 'Reference Manager', 
'Bibsearch' and 'Pro-Cite' . (see pp.32-33). 
2.S.4.Future Developments Possible'future developments in bibliography 
may be that journals would no longer be subscribed to by libraries but 
accessed to a database and printing facilities (Harmon, p.1S3). McKenzil 
says that academic bibliography has not as yet found fresh stimulus in 
sound and image developments to be able to expand the interest of 
students beyond books. (19) It is an intriguing thought to imagine society 
without paper, but also a highly unlikely one! 
Current and future research will cover human performance measures and 
the communications technologies of Voice-Mail, E-Mail, Fox, V5AT, EDI 
and high end work stations. (20) Turner et al looked at the· human 
performance aspects of searching Online bibliographies, and found that 
experienced searchers fared much better than inexperienced ones. Second 
usage improved performance. However, CD-ROM and other advanced 
technologies produce increasing numbers of inexperienced users. (21) 
Dempsey says there is a possibility of libraries being linked across Europe 
via computer networking and that the focus of development will be 'high 
value, high speed date transfer of traditional formal information through 
standardized protocols'. (22) Hoey, writing in 1991, adds a note of caution 
saying that, overall though, one is left with the impression that future 
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development is likely to be piecemeal, especially as it is acknowledged that 
cost recovery for complex material databases is. unlikely and funding will 
be difficult to secure (23). Finally, Bouley expressed concern in January 
1992, at the controversial issue of the questionable longevity of the optical 
disks for ~ROM CUI. 
2.5.5. Conclusion As the world becomes more complex, reliance on more 
complex bibliographies will become stronger and more deeply rooted. As 
the use of bibliographies increases so the work of bibliographers is 
becoming more valuable and needed. 
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CHAPTER THREE 
MEIHOOOLOGY 
3.1 Introduction 
This chapter considers the background and reasons for compiling this 
bibliography, the information sources covered including issues 
concerned with population research, the way this information was 
found and recorded, the method of coding, details of the computing and 
printing and solutions to problems encountered in the compilation. 
Suggestions for further research are made in the conclusion. 
Little has been compiled since the 19th century to give a bibliographic 
overview of local history in Northamptonshire. The county is arguably, 
somewhat of a backwater in English life and therefore the situation is 
poorer than in many other counties in terms of bibliographic work. 
Hence this bibliography is designed to, 1) redress the balance by 
providing a modem enumerative bibliography, ie a simple listing of 
material in a logical manner with interconnecting details and 2), supply 
local historians (amateur and professional), interested readers and those 
researching their backgrounds and family history with the information 
they require. This bibliography will be of immediate use to those local 
urban historians and students at Leicester University researching the 
history of small towns in Northamptonshire. It will form an addition to 
the work already done on Essex and Cambridgeshire, as previously 
mentioned in chapter 1, the former by Alison Townsend for her MA 
dissertation at Loughborough. 
19 
Some of the layout and contents of the Northamptonshire bibliography 
will be based on Townsend's work. This will provide a measure of 
continuity and it is hoped, help readers to see and use this bibliography 
as part of a set 
3.2 Sources of information 
The Small Towns Project bases much of its work on data Collected from 
several sources. In the 17th and 18th centuries these are the 1563 and 
1603 Diocesan Surveys; the 1641-2 Protestation returns, (where men aged 
18-60 yrs swore allegiance to the Church of England, King and 
Parliatnent); the Hearth Tax of 1663; 'Britannia' by R. Blome from 1673 
and the Compton Census of 1676. 
Where the number of inhabitants in each town is between 500 and 2500 
(approximately) in the early 17th century, then they are included. 
Caution needs to be taken, especially with the 1663 Hearth Tax and 1676 
Compton Census because the statistics arrived at in these documents 
were based on a count of the heads of households, not every member of 
a household. In the mid 17th century for example, about 40% of the 
population was under 16 yrs of age. Cl ark, Gaskin and Wilson (1) 
surmounted this difficulty by estimating the population based upon a 
standard multiplication of the heads of households given in these 
returns. Jean Hoskin of the Centre for Urban History explained that a 
standard multiplier of population of 4.25 is used for the Hearth Tax. 
Multiplying these numbers by 4.25 brings the figures nearer the true 
population. However, there is still approximately up to a 20% divergence 
in accuracy. 
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Information from the end of the 18th century and the early 19th century 
is gleaned from the 'Universal British Directory' (1790-8); the 'London 
Post-Office Directory' of 1801 and the official 10 year censuses of 1801 to 
1851. Towns are included which had a population between 2500 and 5000 
in 1811. The 1851 census in particular gives information regarding both 
township and parish. In addition to this, there are first edition figures in 
a working paper by the Centre for Urban History, taken from these 
sources. (See Table 1.) A second, updated edition is to be produced in 
1992. The existence of several sources allows the consistency of data to be 
checked. 
3.3 The effect of Nonconformity on parish registers 
An important factor to take into account when analysing parish registers 
is the influence of organised Christian dissent, later to be called 
nonconformity. Included amongst these were the small number of 
Roman Catholics still left in England. Church of England I Anglican 
registers recorded baptisms, marriages and burials of all those in the 
parish except those who in increasing numbers left the Church of 
England for other denominations. This occurred particularly from the 
17th century onwards. The issue of baptism is important because some 
nonconformist churches, especially the Baptists, followed the biblical 
exhortation to baptise believers by full immersion. They therefore did 
not baptise infants who were too young to understand and respond to 
the gospel message. Infant sprinkling was seen as christening or 
dedicating a child to God, to be brought up by the parents 'in the care and 
instruction of the Lord', until such time as they could make their own 
decision. 
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Table 1. Population statistics for the nine Northamptonshire small towns included 
in this bibliO&!aphy. From Clark. Gaskin &: Wilson. PQPulation estimates of 
English small towns 1550-1851. Working paper no. 3. (1989).(2) 
T= Town, TS= Township, P= Paris h 
YEAR OF CENSUS 
TOWN ABBREV. 1663 1674 1676 1811 1851 
Bracklev T 
- - - -
2157 
TS 
-
913 
- - -
P 
- -
1068 1580 2277 
Daventry T (in 
- - -
4430 
1670) 
TS 1185 
-
2758 
-
P 1249 
- 1450 - -
Kettering T 
- - -
3242 5198 
TS 
- 1300 - - -
P 
- - 1350 - -
Kings Cliffe T 
- - - - -
TS 
-
892 
- - -
P 
- - 750 966 1407 
Oundle T 
- - - - 2689 
TS 
- 1568 - 1833 2913 
P 
- - 2250 1952 3108 
Peterborough T 
- - - -
8672 
TS 
-
2656 
-
4064 8053 
P 
- -
1950 
- -
Rothwell T 
- - -
1435 2278 
TS 
-
1100 
- - -
P 
- - - - -
Towcester T 
- - - -
2478 
TS - 1190 - 2245 2665 
P - - 560 - 2478 
Wellingboro' T 
- - - -
5061 
TS 
-
2163 
-
3999 5297 
P 
- -
2520 
- -
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In Northamptonshire, dissent started even earlier in the 14th century 
under the influence of John Wycliffe's teachings and his followers, the 
Lollards. However, it is not certain what effect this had on later 
Anglican parish registers, which do not begin until 1538. 
These issues of faith had the result that parish registers do not accurately 
reflect the true population of England during the 17th, 18th and 19th 
centuries until civil registration, recording births, marriages and deaths, 
was introduced by government in 1837. Registration became a legal 
requirement, out of the hands of the church. Even after this date, 
registration was not and still is not accurate to the last man, woman and 
child. People still refuse to register or go undetected. 
Dissent was particularly concentrated in towns because the people were 
more easily reached and there was a greater potential harvest of souls. 
Actual population figures are therefore generally lower than is recorded, 
especially so in Northamptonshire small towns with their history of 
strong nonconformist communities. Wilson (3) bears this out, adding 
that it was mainly the young who left the Church of England in 
increasingly large numbers from the 1660's to form new churches. He 
names Cranbrook in Kent as an example. During the 1650's and 1660's, 
more than half the childbearing population left the parish church. By 
1676, a third of the people in the parish were nonconformists. 
This bibliography, being part of the Small Towns Project, will use the 
same population parameters. Therefore only towns with a population of 
more than 500 and less than 2,500 in the early 1600s and more than 2,500 
and less than 5,000 up to 1850, according to the 1811 census, will be 
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included. The towns therefore comprise seven core towns whose 
populations exactly meet these requirements. They are: Daventry, 
Kettering, Oundle, Peterborough, Rothwell, Towcester and 
Wellingborough. There are two marginal towns whose figures do not 
meet the requirements at both periods of time which are Brackley and 
Kings Cliffe. Northampton itself is not included because it was much 
bigger, having, according to a verbal communication by Ralph Weedon, 
a population of about 4,500 (from the 1676 Compton census). This figure 
is arrived at from the returns for the four parishes of St. Sepulchre, St. 
Peter, St. GUes and All Saints. By 1700 the population was about 5,000. 
The figure for 1851 includes one more parish, the urban part of St. 
Andrew. These figures came from the 1852 British Parliamentary 
Papers.census report.(4) 
3.4 The way information was found and recorded 
During the data collection, some population figures were found in a 
book from the pre-1850 collection in Leicester University library, Slater'S 
Directory of Northampton. dated 1849.(5) This quoted figures for 1831 and 
1841 which may be inaccurate, but are worth using here as a supplement 
to the others. (see table 2.) 
This bibliography is largely based on the Northamptonshire section of 
the local history collection in Leicester University library and comprises-
books from the locked pre-1850 material (oversize and normal), the local 
and general history journals and theses and also upon microfilm 
recordings of The Northampton Mercury from 1720 to 1900. 
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YEAR OF CENSUS 
TOWN 1831 1841 
Brackley 2107 2121 
Daventry 3646 4565 
Kettering 4099 4867 
Kings Oiffe 
- -
Oundle 2450 2867 
Peterborough 5553 6107 
Rothwell 2002 2939 
Towcester 2671 2749 
Wellingboro' 4688 5061 
Table 2. Census fi&Ures from 'Slater's directory 
of Northamptonshire'. 1849. pp.Hl 
The Topography Room of the Mark Fitch Fund library, Department of 
English Local History provided some relevant materials. Also included 
are the East Midlands collection based at Nottingham University's 
Hallward library and the Northamptonshire Studies Collection at 
Northampton Central library. 
Kettering Public library and the Northamptonshire Record Office at 
Wootton Hall, Northampton were visited briefly to gain basic 
information on their contents and details are included in appendices 6 
and 7. As a point of information, Nottingham University had not 
collected anything on Northamptonshire for its library for the last 20 
years (since about 1972) and has no plans to do so in the foreseeable 
future. 
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All these collections are fairly accessible to researchers. The present 
writer had to pay an £11-00 fee to register as an external reader of 
Leicester University in order to use the library. This gave normal library 
user facilities with the facility to borrow 4 books at a time and reserve 3. 
Once inside the building, supervision was needed when viewing the 
locked, pre-1850 material. This would be the same for other external 
readers as well as those on the staff or students of the University. 
Nottingham University's Hallward Library provided free access to 
external readers. There is a special East Midlands Collection in the Local 
History Room in the basement. Great care is exercised in its 
administration, with readers having to register upon entry and also to 
see particular items. 
The items in the Northamptonshire Studies Collection in Northampton 
Central Library, located on the first floor, are not available for loan, 
although there is a photocopier available for public use. 
One of the criteria for inclusion of material in the bibliography is that it 
should all be printed typescript or published documents and books. No 
handwritten manuscripts or oral histories recorded on tape are included. 
The latter would not contain material old enough to meet the 1850 cut-
off date. 
The material was located on the advice of Ralph Weedon of the Centre 
for Urban History, the directives of the library staff and the use of the 
library'S 'LIB ERT AS' on-line database. Once found, the material was 
recorded using pre-defined sheets, designed by the Centre for Urban 
History. These were used by Alison Townsend in her Essex bibliography 
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(see appendix 6) and were of sufficient scope and quality to be used again. 
There are three different coloured sheets, one is for books and theses, 
one for journal articles and one for miscellaneous articles. 
It was decided to start with the old books first, ie the pre-1850 oversize, 
then proceed to the open access book section; the 'Northampton 
Mercury' newspaper on microfilm; the earliest local history journals 
such as Northamptonshire Past and Present, the later journal articles 
both local and general, then the pamphlets and finally, the theses. Theses 
and dissertations were only checked via bibliographies such as the East 
Midlands Bibliography. 
Initially a check was made of Northamptonshire entries already done on 
slips from the time of the Manpower Services Commission work. From 
a sample of these however it was found that whilst the individual items 
were recorded faithfully, the entries for such details as publishers names 
were inaccurate or largely missing. As a result it was decided not to rely 
on these slips, but to consult source material directly. 
3.5 Method of coding 
The system of coding adopted was the product of a careful analysis of 
previous bibliographic styles and so is believed to be both 
comprehensive and specifiC enough for the purposes of this work. 
Sources include Alison Townsend's coding system for Essex and Julian's 
analysis of the Staffordshire bibliography and the York database. The 
York database effectively ceased to operate in 1982, though there is a 
possibility it may be restarted, according to York University library. 
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It was decided that the coding system should correspond fairly well to 
Townsend's, although it was felt necessary to extend some of the topics. 
Townsend relied upon eight areas (see below left) with no mention 
made of education or transport. The Staffordshire bibliography as 
mentioned by Julian (below right) included; 
Population 
Economy 
Social life 
Political/ administrative organisation 
Religion and culture 
Topography and building 
Primary sources 
Dlustrations and photographs 
History 
Biographies 
Communications 
. Local government 
Art 
Architecture 
Genealogy 
Individual plates 
Newspapers, Directories 
and Geography 
The topics decided upon for the York database were:-
Topography 
Science 
Agriculture 
Medicine 
Sociology 
Education 
Fine arts 
Politics 
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Government economics 
Church history 
Archaeology 
History 
Genealogy 
Biography 
Generalia 
From these three sources it was decided to settle for a system, after two 
changes, to look like:-
Ag Agriculture 
AH Archaeology and History 
Ag Agriculture 
E Education 
G Geology and Geography 
I Industry 
M Medicine 
N Newspapers and Generalia 
p Politics 
R Religion 
S Society and Culture 
T Transport 
In the final form, 'primary sources' and 'illustrations and photographs' 
were dropped from Townsend's coding system and 'archaeology and 
history', 'medicine', 'transport', 'education', 'agriculture', 'industry', 'art 
and architecture' and 'newspapers and generalia' were included. All 
material was searched to see which codes applied and this information 
was recorded on the sheets ready for entry on to computer. 
3.6 Details of computing and printing 
3.6.1 Background to computing decisions 
In deciding upon how the final draft of the bibliography and dissertation 
as a whole would look, several questions needed to be asked. 
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1) Where would the data entry/computing be done? 
2) Would the mainframe computer or PC's be used? 
3) What databases/software packages would be used? . 
4) What machines/software would be compatible between Leicester 
and Loughborough? 
5) Would the package sort alphabetically allowing new entries and 
corrections to be made automatically? 
6) Would the package be difficult to learn and how long would it 
take? 
Vicky Launders, the Database Officer at the Computer Centre, Leicester 
University, was initially consulted about these matters and gave some 
helpful advice and suggestions. 
It was decided that it would be most convenient if data entry could be 
carried out at both Leicester and Loughborough Universities. A 
bibliographic database was suggested as the ideal solution which could be 
used on both a personal computer and a file-served PC from both places. 
These could range from £30-00 to about £15,000-00. The £15,000-00 
database is used by the Department of Education and Science (DES) in 
London and is repeatedly unsatisfactory. As a rule, the simpler the better. 
Apple Macintosh PC's and some IBM's are well suited to bibliographic 
construction. 
On the second visit, Vicky Launders provided information on three 
firms which supply bibliographic databases. This information was 
followed up later. It was suggested that both the Department of 
Information and Ubrary Studies and Computer Centre at Loughborough 
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be similarly consulted. This was done and after two visits to each place, 
the following information was collected:-
3.6.2 Facilities at Leicester University Computer Centre. 
IBM computers 
Apple Mac Pes using 3 1/4" floppy disks 
File-served Pes accessible from a central computer 
dBase software package - difficult to learn 
Fox Base software package - easier to learn 
Word 4 word processing package - easiest to learn 
3.6.3 Facilities at Loughborough University, Department of Information 
and Library Studies 
IBM computers 
Apple Macs using 3 1/4" floppy disks 
No bibliographic database facility 
Filemaker Pro' database product - simple to learn 
dBase software package - difficult to learn 
A manual for ~e Word 3 word processing package 
3.6.4 Facilities at Loughborough University Computer Centre 
IBM computers 
Apple Mac Pes 
Oracle on mainframe computer 
Paradox database 
dBasellI&dV 
Pl'O.cite database 
Wordperfect database 
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Word for windows database 
mM parallel for Word 5 word processing package 
Word 4 word processing package - easiest to learn 
All this information caused much confusion until finally Mavis 
Hearnden of the Computer Centre, Loughborough explained in some 
detail that in this instance, a bibliographic database would be too 
powerful. Prof. Michael Reed of the Department of Information and 
Library Studies, suggested that using this sort of database, considering the 
cost, would be unwise and impracticable. Mavis Hearnden further 
suggested Word 4 which both computer centres at Loughborough and 
Leicester had, together with instruction manuals. This solved the issue 
of compatibility. It would be free to use, could be operated on Apple 
Macs, was easy to learn (1 week) and use and could sort entries 
alphabetically. 
3.6.5 Custom-Made Bibliographical Databases 
As a check, the three firms supplying bibliographic databases, which 
Vicky Launders found, were telephoned and asked about current prices, 
because the original documents lent to the author ~ere out of date. 
SilverplaUer, based in Chiswick, London, produce a database called 
'REFERENCE MANAGER', specifically for publishing scientists who 
want to incorporate bibliographic references into manuscripts for 
publication. It has a capacity for 32,000 references on the MAC. The 
present writer's need was for several hundred references only. This 
system at May 1992 prices cost £318-{)O + VAT. 
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The second firm, Information Automation Ltd, (IAL), based in 
Aberystwyth, Wales, produce 'BIBSEARCH', a powerful, self-contained 
bibliographic text-retrieval and maintenance system for PCs. It can 
output in menu-selectable bibliographic styles and extract citations from 
a text file, produce sorted lists of authors and automatically generate a 
search set in order to print a bibliography from a database. It can also 
translate down-coded records from online sources into a 'BIB'-
compatible format and produce customised reports. It runs under MS-
1X>S (or PS-OOS), UNIX and XENIX operating systems, a minimum of 
256K of memory is required to run it and a hard disk is recommended 
although not essential; It is supposed to be relatively easy to learn. 
The student version with a single database bibliographic structure was 
not available for another six months (ie November 1992) and would cost 
£200-00. The larger capacity and more complicated full version was 
currently available and cost £700-00 - £800-00. 
The final company to be contacted was Personal Bibliographic Software 
(PBS) in Oxford. They produce 'PRO-CITE' which can be used on both 
MAC's and IBM's. It is especially designed to maintain bibliographic 
databases and its usefulness to librarians is enhanced by the availability 
of the Biblio-link family of softwares. This allows the exporting of 
downloaded bibliographic records from systems such as OCLC and 
DIALOG into the PRO-CITE database. Users can thus search RUN, 
OCLC, DIALOG, BRS and others; download the results on to a floppy or 
hard disk; convert those downloaded records into PRO-CITE databases 
and edit, select, index and print out the selected records in a variety of 
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bibliographic styles. In other words, it is flexible. The cost at May 1992 
prices was £335-00 less a 10% discount for individual users. 
Taken together, clearly these costs were too much for the purposes of one 
dissertation and a department with a funding limit of £10-00. The word 
processing package, 'Word 4' was the obvious solution! 
3.1 Difficulties and challenges in the compilation 
3.1.1 The physical collection of material 
Bibliographical construction provides common difficulties amongst 
biographers. These are chiefly, how selective to be in the choice of 
inclusion of material and how descriptive entries should be. Both these 
issues were fairly easily answered in the case of this bibliography. 
Leicester University Library and the Mark Fitch Fund Library of the 
Department of English Local History were vital. The local history 
collection at Nottingham University's Hallward Library was strongly 
recommended by Diana Dixon of the Department of Information and 
Library Studies at Loughborough University. In addition to this, 
Northampton Central Library stocked the largest local history collection 
of any of the county libraries and therefore was an obvious addition. 
Upon telephoning Northampton Central Library, it was explained that 
the librarian receives a budget for local material, County Council 
published items and newspapers. and for binding loose leaf or 
deteriorating material. The library replicates the local history stock 
contained in the other town libraries. The only difference is that free 
items, ie those which have been donated, may not additionally be given 
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to Northampton Central Library. As an additional extra, 
Northamptonshire Record Office was selected for a brief visit. 
The issue of how descriptive to be was answered by the choice of an 
enumerative bibliography The author also had Townsend's Essex 
bibliography of 1990 as a guide.(6) As a result, similar difficulties were met 
between these two bibliographies. 
It was found that some items oould not be located in Leicester University 
library as they were listed in journals such as the East Midland 
Bibliography (EMB) or the Urban History Yearbook (UHY). Because of 
this, it was not possible to check the number of pages, the subjects 
included (for coding purposes) or the town location and classification. It 
was not always possible to judge whether an item was relevant as a 
result and this gap would be unhelpful for people trying to locate items. 
In such cases, the inter-library loans desk would be able to order 
materials from the British Library Lending Division at Boston Spa in 
Yorkshire. Where fuller details were given, the items were included and 
those in the EMB and UHY, were listed under articles. On the other 
hand, the articles in 'Northamptonshire Notes and Queries' were so 
numerous that it was taking an inordinate length of time to list them 
separately. Volume I (of six volumes) took one day alone. As a result it 
was decided to list the rest of the journal as a general entry, thus saving 
five days work. 
The same decision was reached for the 'Northampton Mercury' and 
other national and local newspapers. General details only were listed and . 
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readers are referred to the microfilm and printed issues in Leicester 
University and Northampton Central Libraries. 
Very general, frequently poorly written, 20th century pamphlets and 
guides to church buildings were often left out because they would not be 
of any significant help to most researchers. Even when the relevant 
period of history was covered, if the entry was one line or so, it was often 
felt necessary to exclude the item from being coded. 
The vast amount of information assembled necessitated a cut-off point 
which excluded the smaller local libraries and some of the local studies 
collection (ie Newspaper cuttings, general books, maps and slides) of 
Northampton Central Library. This was well known in advance but 
nevertheless a painful fact to accept. Deciding when to stop collecting 
information was a difficult decision as a result. 
The Northamptonshire Studies Collection had to be locked for some of 
the lunch hours and beyond, due to staff shortages. Thanks to the 
kindness of the staff, enough material was allowed out into the reference 
area for private study during these times. 
3.7.2 The computer entry of material 
As mentioned earlier in the methodology chapter, the type of software 
package to use to enter the work took some time to finalise. There are 
now specifically designed bibliographic packages but they are expensive 
(between £200 and £320). In the end, Word 4 was chosen, being an 
upgraded version of Word 11, the word processing package that Alison 
Townsend used for her bibliography. This needed to be compatible· 
between the computers at both Leicester and Loughborough Universities 
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to allow work to be done at either institution. At it turned out Word 4 
performed an admirable service. 
There was little reference to the ancient system of the hundreds in 
Northamptonshire and so it was decided not to enter books and articles 
under them, but to enter them under the name of the town, As it is 
there were only nine small Northamptonshire towns as opposed to 31 
Essex towns in Townsend's work. 
Confusion often arose as to remembering which items to copy and paste, 
because there were so many entries. It was decided that where a book did 
not mention a town, it should be included under general works and 
where several towns were included then each town should have a copy 
of the entry and be cross-referenced for the other named towns. 
Townsend did it differently by including multiple entries under her 
'County' or general heading. The copying should have been done at the 
time of the entry (as it was done for the articles later) to simplify the 
process. 
The format of the work, ie author, title, journal title, place and publisher, 
year, any journal number, pagination, town subject and library location 
should have been finalised within the first few entries. As it was, the 
pagination, italicising, brackets, commas, full stops and 'bold' format had 
to be revised. Other difficulties encountered were the page endings and 
having a chapter subtitle being split from the body of the work. Table 
construction in the methodology was very time consuming and done on 
a trial and error basis. 
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3.8 Conclusion 
Finally because of the large amount of material available to enter, there 
is scope to expand this work to cover in detail, the local libraries of 
Brackley, Daventry, Kettering, Oundle, Peterborough, Rothwell, 
Towcester and Wellingborough as well as the Northamptonshire Record 
Office (NRO). Each of these has a local history collection, though King's 
Cliffe does not have a library now. Details of these libraries are included 
in the appendices and were gleaned from a printed handout that was 
given to the author when he visited Kettering Library and from phoning 
around the libraries to ascertain whether they had local library collection. 
It is worth mentioning that even with these sources covered, private 
collections would be excluded. These would be difficult to discover and 
probably barred from research to outsiders. 
REFERENCES 
1. CLARK, P., K. GASKIN ok A. WILSON. Population estimates of English 
small towns. 1550-1851. Leicester University, Urban History Centre. 
Working paper 3, 1989. 
2. Ibid. 
3. WILSON, A. Population developments of early modem English small 
towns: the parish register evidence for four regions. Unpublished paper 
given to small towns conference, Leicester University, July 1990. 
38 
4. BRITISH PARUAMENTARY PAPERS. 1851 Census Great Britain. 
Tables of population and housing: numbers of inhabitants 1801-1851. 
Vol.I. with census report. Shannon: Irish Universities Press Series, 1852. 
p.42. 
5. Slater's directory of Northamptonshire. 1849. 
6. TOWNSEND, Alison. A bibliography of the small towns in Essex, 1600-
1850. Unpublished M.A. Dissertation, Loughborough University of 
Technology, 1990. 
39 
CHAPTER FOUR 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF NORTHAMPTONSfURE AND ITS SMALL 
TOWNS, 1600 TO 1850 
4.1 Introduction 
The early modern history of Northamptonshire 1600-1850, was 
dominated by a number of factors which profoundly influenced its 
people and landscape. These influences continues to the present. They 
are its ag~ld tradition of Christian religious, nonconformity; the civil 
war (closely linked); the poverty caused to this rich agrarian 
community by the influence of the industrial revolution in other 
counties; the subsequent poor law reform acts; the introduction of shoe 
manufacturing and the coming of the railways which transformed the 
sometimes awful communications system, bringing prosperity back to 
some of the towns. This history will concern itself with these and other 
events and consider their influence on nine small towns; Brackley, 
Daventry, KeHering, King's Cliffe, Oundle, Peterborough, Rothwell, 
Towcester and Wellingborough. To begin with, a description of the 
physical landscape. 
4.2 Geology and Geography 
Much of the surface area of the county is covered by thick glacial 
deposits of sand, gravel and clay which almost completely obscure the 
underlying rock formations. The strata underneath are oriented from 
north-east to south-west and comprise mainly Jurassic Rocks (Uas and 
OoUte) over a base of Upper Palaeozoic ones,(1) Many of 
Northamptonshire's buildings are built either from locally baked bricks 
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from the clay deposits or from the copious supplies of red, grey, yellow, 
cream and white sandstone and limestones. 
The countryside gently undulates, being highest and hilliest in the west 
and sloping down to the flat plains of east Northamptonshire, 
bordering Cambridgeshire and the Fens. The counties of Huntingdon 
and Rutland formed the other eastern boundaries followed by 
Leicestershire, Rutland and Lincolnshire in the north, Oxfordshire, 
Warwickshire and Buckinghamshire in the west and south-west, with 
Bedfordshire forming the southern boundary. In shape, the county is 
elongated, pointing south-west to north-east, with a maximum length 
of approximately 70 miles by 25 in breadth. (see figure 1.) The rivers 
Nene and Welland traverse the county, flowing out into the Wash. 
4.3 Agriculture 
Northamptonshire throughout the period 1600-1850, was a rich 
agricultural county, noted for its sheep rearing in the upland boulder 
clay areas and for its good arable land and loamy soils in the Nene 
floodplain. Morton (2) claimed in 1712, that 'Mr Fuller, in his pleasant 
way Ms compar'd it to an Apple without either Core, or Rind. It mIly be 
seriously and truly affirmed, that there is as little waft and useless 
Ground in this, as in any county in England .. :. 
Northamptonshire had been noted for its royal forests, those of 
Rockingham, Salcey and Whittlewood/Whittlebury. Over the 
centuries, these were used for hunting and building material, the land 
reclaimed and put to the plough or pasture. Such was the quality of the 
land that Morton declared (3); 'The sheep and wool of mIlny of the 
pastures deseroe great commendation'. By 1800 it is estimated that 
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Northamptonshire was the second largest producer of long, wool in 
England after lincolnshire, with 640,000 sheep. 
The county's small towns had large markets for dealing in wool, horses 
and grain. Celia Fiennes on one of her journeys in 1697, declared 
Daventry; 'A pretty IIlrge Market Tuum (lnd good houses All of stone'. (4) 
Northampton, the county town, was famed for its old mediaeval 
market. The agricultural produce of the countryside had no small effect 
on town prosperity. Morton testifies 'to this, naming Peterborough, 
Towcester, Wellingborough, King's Cliffe and in particular Kettering; 
' .. Another of our First-RAte Market Towns'. Most of the wool was sent 
out of Peterborough for manufacture but; ' ... pArt of it is used within the 
city, being comb'd And Weav'd into Serges, TAmmies And ShAloons, At 
Kettering And other TUwns'. (5) At this time weaving was only a minor 
trade but it became a major occupation to the 18th century poor, 
bringing some prosperity to the towns. 
Inclosure of the land had begun to enable farmers to alternate between 
crops and pasture, to help the soil's fertility. This was sometimes called 
'convertible husbandry'. As early as mediaeval times, 
Northamptonshire was badly hit by inclosure for wool. However, 
where landlords, sometimes extremely rich gentry, enclosed land they 
also drove the poor away because the latter were prevented from 
cultivating the grassland, Those landless ones migrated to ' ... the 
neighbouring Towns thAt Are not enclosed And efpeciAlly the Market 
Towns', so that these grew in size and stature. Thus 
Northamptonshire's apparently two-tier society grew further apart. The 
distinction between open and closed parishes enabled Wellingborough 
to leap ahead of Higham Ferrers. Rothwell suffered from being too 
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close to Kettering and likewise King's Oiffe from being in proximity to 
Stamford. (6) 
By the time of the Parliamentary Enclosure Acts, beginning in 1740, 
between a fifth to a quarter of parish land was already enclosed. The 
further enclosure of the fields was welcomed by the landlords because a 
profit could be made by the greater efficiency of use made of the land, 
neCl!ssi~ted by a growing population. Daventry Fields were enclosed in 
1802 and King's Cliffe by Act in 1813. Struggles over land ownership 
were frequently a political issue, as has been seen. This is the topic of 
the next section. 
4.4 Politics 
It is not know for Cl!rtain what the county's population was before 1800, 
there being no census until then, but there was great increase from 
about 1760 to 1800 which is of immense economic and social 
importance. The official Cl!nsus of 1801 (7) places Northamptonshire's 
population at 128,245 with that of 1851 at 213,844, a growth of about 
60%. Individual town populations are described on page 21. 
Throughout the period of history under scrutiny and up until 1888, the 
county was divided into administrative units called hundreds. There 
were 20 in Northamptonshire These were further subdivided into the 
smallest units of government, the parishes. 
Northamptonshire had a history of social conflict between different 
classes. These struggles were largely about land ownership which over 
time produced sizeable numbers of people who migrated to the market 
towns. Palmer (8) notes that 1603-25 was the time of the 
Northamptonshire insurrection. 
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In 1607, at the time of Wellingborough's partial early enclosure by the 
some gentry, the local people resisted strongly by digging up hedges and 
fences and filling in ditches. Sir Edward Montague was charged with 
putting down the insurrection in spite of his sympathy for the poor. 
The leaders were rounded up and hung, drawn and quartered. It was 
believed by the government that the cause was over-population and 
the suggestion was that beggars should 'forme colonies Gbroard'. Sir 
Edward was also responsible in 1608 for leading the men of the county's 
Eastern Militia Division. Foot soldiers were trained at Musters in 
Oundle, Kettering and Wellingborough while Rothwell had a training 
ground for cavalry. 
Kettering was additionally selected in 1625 as the place for the Quarter 
sessions to meet, where justices of the peace tried civil and criminal 
cases. Meanwhile the government of the town was administered by the 
abbot, later bishop of Peterborough's manorial court. (9) 
By the time of the civil war (1642-49), the county was divided roughly 
between the townspeople and lesser gentry (bar Wellingborough) and 
the higher gentry, together with bishops and some parish priests. The 
former were puritan, supported parliament and resented the king's 
ship money (being a landlocked county), the latter sided with the king 
and the Church of England. 
William Butler of Oundle joined the parliamentary army at the 
outbreak of hostilities, rising to become one of Cromwell's favoured 
Major Generals after the war. Charles I raised the royal standard at 
Nottingham on August 22nd, 1642 and promptly sent three troops of 
horse and 200 men under the command of Sir John Byron to Oxford. 
(10) Upon reaching Brackley, they were attacked by its inhabitants and 
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routed, losing 60 men and 'two IuIts full of gold, about £2,000 in silver 
"nd " ptlCktt of rich clothes of Sir John Byron worth £200' ! This loss 
was a serious blow to the Royalist cause, for the money had been 
intended to reauit and pay for an army. 
Royalist troops passed through Daventry on their way to attack 
Northampton in 1643; Towcester housed them between 1643 and 
January 1644 when they left to assault Aylesbury. Kettering was also a 
rendezvous point for them. Wellingborough's royalists were 
bombarded and set upon by Parliamentarians, having been left 
unprotected by Prince Rupert. The most notorious incident of the civil 
war in the county was the desecration of Peterborough Cathedral by 
Colonel Richard Cromwell's troops in 1643. They smashed stained glass 
and monuments, pulling down the high altar by attaching ropes to its 
top and the saddles of their horses, then raced down the chancel until 
the entire structure fell. It was left in that condition for ten whole years. 
The war essentially was won by the Roundheads at the Battle of Naseby 
to the north-west of Daventry on 14th June 1645 (11). 
After the execution of Charles I in 1649, the '11 years tyranny' of the 
Commonwealth up to 1660 saw the Royalist gentry, Quakers, 
Unitarians, Episcopalians and Roman Catholics suffer by way of fines 
and/or banishment for being outside the Presbyterian form of 
worship'! (12) Additionally, between about 1650 and 1790, immense 
rivalry occurred between the ranks of Tory squires and Whig gentry. 
Some of the gentry, such as Earl Fitzwilliam tended to buy up the 
houses and lands of unfortunates, rebuilding them and their own 
houses in the Italian classical styles of the Georgian period. 
I Presbyterian worship maintains church govemment by a system of presbyters, 
or eiders/ministers between the rank of bishop and deacon. From MACDONALD, 
A.M. ad. Chambers twentjeth centucy djctjonacy. new ad. (1972). 
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The towns rontinued to grow in size and influence being whig and 
liberal in politics, because of their resistence to the landed gentry. 
Brackley was granted a new charter in 1686, returning two members to 
parliament until 1832, when it was disfranchised, because its trade and 
then its population declined. Peterborough also returned two M.P.'s. 
The rounty as a whole sent nine members to parliament. The local 
Earls still rontrolled much of 'their' parishes in the 19th century, as is 
evidenced by the 1832 election which returned seven rounty nominees 
of such people as the Duke of Bridgewater. (13) 
One of Peterborough's claims to fame is that the M.P. Lord Montague's 
wife, Lady Mary, introduced the idea of vaccination in 1744 for 
smallpox to this country from Turkey, 50 years before Jenner.1! 
However, the idea was too much for the furious local people who 
chased the pair out of the town because they did not think it would 
work. 
Poverty was dealt with in new ways with workhouses being set up to 
replace almshouses.1ii Like London, Kettering and Wellingborough 
knew their fires (1744, 1766) and (1738) respectively. These destroyed 
many of the old wooden buildings causing new stone ones to be 
erected iv especially at Kettering. Other manifestations of poverty led to 
corn riots in Wellingborough in 1693 and 1743 and bread riots in 
Kettering (1795) when crops failed. These led to such measures as the 
new poor law of 1834 which was much resented by those it affected. As 
a result the towns became progressively more whig, radical and 
Chartist in politics as the vote was extended to the working man. They 
Ii During the late 17th century, the plague visited the towns from London, 
claiming 80 victims in Kel1ering in 1665 and 200 in Weiiingborough in 1666. 
Hi Kel1ering workhouse dates from 1717. 
iv Weiiingborough aiready had many ironstone buildings. 
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also atttacted nonconformist religious practice which was essentially 
anti-state church. 
4.S R.eligion 
Indelibly woven into the political make-up of Northamptonshire's 
towns was the influence of Christianity in its different forms of 
expression. In particular the dissenting interest, later known as 
nonconformity, strove for biblical orthodoxy, spiritual freedom and 
simplicity of worship and lifestyle. 
It is mistakenly held that the earliest forms of dissent in 
Northamptonshire occurred in the early decades of the 17th century. 
However, Lollardy, its spiritual forerunner, was widely followed 
amongst layfolk in the 14th and 15th centuries Y (16). Lollards (the poor 
priests), preached salvation not by indulgendes but by repentance of sin 
and faith in Christ. The Reformation was stimulated by this 
movement. 
Palmer (15) however, notes that the Roman Catholic family of Tresham, 
lost Rothwell manor to James I for their part in the Gunpowder ploy. 
As early as 1612, James I met the the County gentlemen (all loyal to the 
Church of England and the Crown) at Wellingborough Bridge to have 
made known the dissenting houses, so that the owner's weapons 
except those for self defence be taken from them. Later (1627) at 
Brackley, the argumentative Or Sybthorpe 'a zealous high churchman' 
(16) argued the cause of King Charles I against the puritans, bringing 
Y Lollardy had grown from the Influence of Or John Wycliffe (1324-1384), the 
Oxford Don who taught a more biblical faith, translating the Bible into English 
and arguing against transubstantiation and popery. He was 'the first puritan as 
well as the first of the protestants'. John Wodard or Woodward preached Lollardy 
at Chipping Warden In Northamptonshire in 13881 From THOMSON, J.A.F. 
Orthodox religion and the origins of Lollardy. History, 74 (240), (1989), 
pp.39-55. 
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down Archbishop Abbot and being the oounty's chief instrument, after 
1633 of Archbishop Laud's policies. Sybthorpe later became a King's 
Chaplain. 
Rothwell knew early dissent when one William Dobson was 
persecuted in 1634 by nonbelievers. On the other side of the ooin, no 
proper cathedral services were held at Peterborough from 1641 - 1660 
owing to the war and CromweU's policies during the Commonwealth. 
The civil war caused much distress to one group of dissenters called 
'the Diggers', who, leaving Surrey in 1649, arrived in Wellingborough 
in 1650 because they found some support there, to dig a oommon field 
known as 'Bare Shanke'; 'divers of the poor are starved to death 
Illready ... rich men will not give if we beg at their doors, if we steal the 
IIlw will end our lives .. .'. They also issued a dissenting broadsheet 
declaration for which they were arrested, although later set free.(1n The 
Diggers are important, being the spiritual fathers of the Quakers, 
otherwise known as 'the Friends'. The Quakers got their name from a 
trial at Derby where their founder, George Fox (1624-90) bade Judge 
Bennet to 'quake' at the name of the Lord. This sect was persecuted 
early. at Kettering in 1657-8. The Baptists were also a persecuted 
minority practicing baptism by full immersion for believers only. They 
are known to have met at Peterborough as early as 1653. 
The Act of Uniformity in 1662 under Charles II forced the clergy to 
'conform to all the uses of the Church of England, or be ejected from 
their livings .. : , (18) because dissent was seen as a political threat as weU 
as a spiritual one. By this act, nearly a thousand ministers lost their 
livings, some of these in Northamptonshire, causing a permanent rift 
between the state and free churches, The 'Five Mile Act' of 1665 made 
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this situation worse by forbidding ejected clergy from venturing within 
five miles of their former places of office. 
John Palmer, the Archdeacon of Northampton, noted in 1669 that 
nonconformist conventicles met in bams and private houses in 
Northampton, Daventry, Wellingborough and Kettering; 'For their 
condition there is scarcely any gentleman of £100 per Imnum that 
forsakes the church or 10 yeoman of that estllte that 1 an find (nor) few 
men of £50 a year!' 
In spite of these deprivations, Daventry Congregational Church was 
started in 1672. Such was the high tension at the time, that the 1679 fire 
in Kettering was suspected of being part of a popish plot against the 
state. William m somewhat diffused the situation by his Toleration Act 
of 1689, allowing religious freedom. This was a great relief, but no 
nonconformist could hold any public office nor enter university. 
Marriages and burials were disallowed in nonconformist forms and 
rates still had to be paid to the parish church for the maintenance of the 
poor. However in 1695, the Bishop of Peterborough became one of the 
first 'non-jurors' for refusing to take the oath of allegiance to William 
and Mary. For this he was deprived of his living. 
King's Cliffe in the 18th century, is famous for its son William Law, a 
man noted for his saintliness and mysticism, who was a high 
churchman, keen polemic reasoner and a believer in 'inner light'. (19)vi 
He was a graduate of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, who being a 'non 
juror', deprived himself of a living in 1719. He wrote A Serious Call to 
a Devout and Holy Life in 1728, which profoundly influenced John 
vi W1l11am Law founded a school for 14 glrts at King's Cllffe (1727). opened a 
library of devotional books there; was a tutor and domestic chaplain to Gibbon, 
father of the historical and edited works by Jacob Behman in 1737. 
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Wesley, the itinerant preacher and founder of the Methodists. It also 
made a deep impression on the good Doctor Johnson and Cardinal 
Newman. 
Another religious of note was White-Kennet, Bishop of Peterborough 
(1718-28) a founder member of the Society for the Propagation of the 
Bible. The Rev. Philip Doddridge was a dissenter of note in 
Northampton who had his academy built at Daventry in 1751. Up until 
1789, RE. and classics were taught there.vii 
After this time Kettering became the centre of liberal, evangelical 
nonconformity with the foundation of the Baptist Missionary Society 
in 1792. Its founders were Or John Ryland (1732-1794), the Rev. Andrew 
Fuller (1754-1815), William Carey (1765-1834) and 10 others. This society 
was to send out many remarkable men to work in the empire, 
particularly William Carey, the former shoemaker, known as 'The 
Wyc1iffe of India' for his translation of the scriptures into some of the 
Indian languages. William Knibb (1803-45), otherwise known as 'Knibb 
the notorious' by 'respectable' society, took up the cause of the slaves in 
the Jamaica revolt of 1831, (20) helping to lessen violence while in 
Jamaica. He was responsible for baptising by full immersion, 30,000 
black converts to Christianity and for fighting for the freedom of 
300,000 Jamaican slaves (21) against their colonial masters and 
government.viii This he achieved in 1838 (22). (Incidentally, by 1828, the 
Roman Catholics in Britain had also achieved full emancipation after 
over 200 years). 
vii See Northamptonshire Record Society for his correspondence. 
viii There were about 668,000 slaves set free In the Wesl Indies as a whole. See 
BAYLEY, Christopher. ad. Atlas of the British Empire. 1989, p.85. 
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The Rev. John Jenkinson (1799-1876), another radical in politics 
(Chartist) and religion (biblical, Calvanistic Baptist and evangelical), 
fought many pamphlet wars against the established church and Tory 
MP's (23). He was suCO!SSful in striving for Sunday schools, temperance 
meetings and started an interdenominational branch of The Bible 
Society in 1812. He was also unjustly accused of being a 1eveller' Ix in 
1846. 
By the time of the 1851 Religious Census (24), half or more of the 
churchgoers in many small towns such as Peterborough were 
nonconformists.x This was a far cry from the days of persecution at the 
beginning of the 17th century! 
4.6 Education 
Education had strong connections with religious observances (both 
forms of instruction were aimed primarily at influencing the mind and 
heart). Northamptonshire's small towns had several old (originally 
free) Grammar Schools of note, all of which were founded, with the 
possible exception of Kettering,xl in the 15th and 16th centuries by 
church or private endowments. Brackley had Magdalen College School, 
linked to the Oxford University college of the same name. Daventry 
Grammar School xII boasted one John Oxenbridge, a fellow of Lincoln 
College, Oxford, who in 1640 was deposed by the royalists from the 
Ix One who strives to remove all social or political Inequalities. Jenkinson said 
In reply that he was 'an elevator'. What are elevators? Genius and talent are 
elevators. Knowledge Is an elevator. The printing press Is an elevator. The 
schoolmaster Is an elevator. Temperance societies are elevators. Industry, 
Honesty and Amiableness 01 Disposition are elevators. Finally, Christianity Is the 
most potent and certain elevator'. 
x Peterborough also saw a rise In the number 01 Anglicans, owing to the oomlng 01 
the railways and the growth In population . 
. xl Kettering Grammar School records date from 1681. The British School was 
founded In 1820. 
xii Daventry Grammar School house Is dated 1600. 
52 
headship, was given a fellowship to Eton, was dismissed from there at 
the Restoration (1660), finally emigrating to America and becoming the 
first pastor of Boston! (25) 
Oundle suffered from a history of poor scholarship and impropriety on 
the part of a master in the early 1600's, while the Kings School, 
Peterborough had masters who were lecturers or ministers in the 
cathedral. Rothwell sank into an elementary school in 1818, while 
Towcester and Wellingborough xIII both had schools of note, generally 
teaching core subjects of English, Latin and sometimes Greek, essential 
requirements for entry to the universities. 
Later, as the church (in its broadest sense), government and other 
forces came into play, charity and lace schools were set up, for example, 
Freeman's Charity School in Wellingborough, founded by John 
Freeman.Esq .. xiv (26) 
Counterpoised to this foundation is the National School set up in 
Kettering in 1813 by nonconformist radicals. Local Sunday schools were 
among the last additions to the education system of this period, being 
the triumph of the evangelical revival (27) and work primarily of the 
Rev. John Jenkinson, the fiery minster from Kettering. Besides these 
forms of instruction were private tutors for the rich and 
apprenticeships for boys entering the trades. Most boys' education 
occurred whilst in emploYment throughout the period of history 
under consideration. 
xiii Welllngborough Grammar School building dates from 1617. It boasts Sir 
Paul Plndar, an old boy who became Ambassador to Turkey in 1611 under James 
I. 
xiv who 'gave, by will, 8 copyhold house In Wellingborough, to be employed 8S 8 
charity school for the poor of the parish, to be educated in the Protestant 
religion, according to the doctrines of the Church of England'. 
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'-7 Industry 
The towns in the 17th and 18th centuries were centres of exchange 
rather than manufacture. However, in the 40 years following Morton's 
history, up to 1750, weaving grew in importance and was particularly 
extensive in Kettering and Rothwell up to the 1820's. 
Martin said of KeHering in 1763 that; '2000 hIlnds lire constllntly 
employed in the weIlTJing of Sergies, SIullloons (course woollens) IInd 
Tllmmies' (thin woollens used for straining and making flags). Oundle 
also engaged in woollen manufacture. Lace making is mentioned in a 
parliamentary petition of 1698 for Wellingborough ( the country centre 
in the early 18th century) and is also know to have been made at 
Towcester and Kettering. 
Gloves were made at Towcester, Daventry and KeHering, while wood 
turning had been practiced at King's Cliffe for over 200 years. In the 
18th century there were 20 or more craftsmen engaged in 'turning 
dishes or spoons'. Charcoal burning was also practiced here up until 
the middle of the 19th century, with Rockingham Forest providing the 
raw materials. Peterborough had a bell foundry between 1703 and 1729 
and KeHering also between about 1750 to 1762. Wellingborough was 
known for its brewing activities. 
Silk was introduced to KeHering in the 1790's, largely because of the 
collapse of hand weaving, caused by the use of new mechanized forms 
of manufacture in the industrializing North-West of England. Poverty 
struck two generations of the town's people which was not relieved, in 
spite of silk, until the coming of the boot and shoe trade in the 1840's 
and the railway after 1857. 
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4.7.1 The Boot and Shoe Industry 
Northamptonshire's most famous occupation, that of boot and shoe 
manufacture, began in the early 1700's. By 1750, there was an export 
trade aided by the improved communications of the turnpikes. Boots 
were handmade in Wellingborough, Daventry and elsewhere in huge 
quantities, both for British soldiers in the American War of 
Independence (1774-76) and the Napoleonic Wars (1793 -1816). 
By 1851 there were 13,000 shoemakers in the county, labouring under 
poor conditions under a large number of ruthless masters xv who 
became a serious threat to the Tory hierarchy. Mechanization of the 
shoe industry did not begin until after the period of history under 
consideration. 
The only other specialization in town based industry was whip making 
at Daventry. The town could do this because of the need for whips for 
the horses on the vast number of mail and stage coaches (SO per day) 
which passed through its streets in the 18th century. (28) Defoe writing 
in 1724-6, described Daventry as a, ' ... considerable Market Town, but 
which subsists chiefly by the great concourse of travellers on the old 
Watling-Street way which lies near it, and the road being changed by 
modern usage, lies now thro' the town itself, .. :. (29) Daventry was the 
centre of four main roads; the Watling Street running from London to 
Chester and the Northampton, Warwick and Banbury roads.xvi 
xv These masters were generally liberal and whig in politics and nonconformist 
In faith. 
xvi A further contributory factor may have been the presence of horse racing at 
Brackley and elsewhere. 
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4.8 Transport 
4.8.LRoads 
Morton patriotically declared in 1712: ' ... the roads in generlll lire not 
much complsJined or. (30) However, this statement ignored the real 
state of things, for cattle and vehicles caused much damage, especially 
in wet weather, making journey times very slow and problematical. 
The government countered this situation by passing a series of acts 
designed to improve the road system by turnpiking. This introduced 
tolls for stretches of road, cOllected at gates for the improvement and 
maintenance of the road surface. It was administered by a trust. Trunk 
roads were turnpiked first, so that the old Stratford to Dunchurch 
section of the London to Chester road (Wailing Street) passing through 
Towcester and Daventry, was the first improved after the Act of 1706 
By the 1750's all the major Northamptonshire roads were turnpiked. 
Such was the improvement that the 'Kettering Flyer' to London was 
begun in 1755, passing through Wellingborough and Dlney. 
Wellingborough started its own service to the capital in 1766, with 
others beginning in 1806 and 1837. (31) By 1819 the process was 
completed with a new turnpike road from Northampton to Kettering. 
People still complained of the condition of the roads and the delays 
encountered at the toll gates, in spite of the significant reduction in 
coaching times to London and new springing and other developments 
in coach design. By the 1820's, when Thomas Telford improved the 
road through Towcester and Daventry again, it only took the 
stagecoach seven hours and forty five minutes to reach London, 72 
miles aWay (32), compared to a similar distance from Northampton to 
London of 18 hours in 1726! These improvements resulted in the great 
transport era of 1790-1840. 
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4.8.2 R.iver Navigation 
Alongside the developments in road transport, came improvements to 
the navigability of the river Nene. As early as 1662, Thomas Fuller 
urged that the Nene be made navigable from 'Peterburg to 
NortMmpton'. This work was finally begun in 1713, being finished in 
1760. The east mast and continent could now be reached by water and 
this helped trade at Peterborough, Oundle, Wellingborough and other 
places. 
4.8.3 Canals 
Water-borne trade was greatly helped by the building of canals and 
Northamptonshire fell in the path of the immensely successful 
London to Birmingham Grand Junction Canal. This prospered for 50 
years between its opening in 1799 and the age of the train. Commerce 
suffered a little until a tunnel between Blisworth and Stoke Bruerne 
was finished in 1805, replacing the earlier overland 'plateway'. Geology 
had delayed its construction. The Grand Union Canal linked 
Northampton to Leicester and the Grand Junction via an arm of water 
in 1814. 
4.8.4 Railways 
Within a matter of weeks of the London to Birmingham Railway 
opening in 1838, the road traffic through Towcester and Daventry was 
,almost wiped out. Daventry stagnated very soon afterwards despite 
having a footwear industry from 1799. Peterborough, on the other 
hand, grew enormously, attracting five railway companies between 
1841 and 1851. In 1845 it was linked to the London to Birmingham line 
at Blisworth and in 1846/7, the Eastern Counties, Ely to 
Peterborough/Stamford railway opened. Boston and Lincoln were 
reached in 1848 and the Great Northern between London and 
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Doncaster opened in 1SSO.xvll At the end of this period, Peterborough 
could boast seven separate yards and four locomotive depots. (33) 
Kettering, unfortunately, continued to suffer until 1857, when it 
became part of the Leicester to Hitchin line. Northampton's rail link 
was delayed until 1845 because the gradient of the land into the town 
was beyond the power of the locomotives of the day and Robert 
Stephenson was careful to keep the line away from the Spencer estates 
near the town to avoid political antagonism. 
4.9 Conclusion 
Northamptonshire's history in the early modem period is a rich 
tapestry of interlinking factors. It is commonly held today that the 
county is a backwater of English life, one of 'squires and spires'; a 
county of rich comfort and peace. This is a very misleading picture 
which distorts the true nature of Northamptonshire's often 
tumultuous past, its religiOUS and political upheavals, rising and 
declining town prosperity, moments of triumph and industrial and 
transportation developments. These continue to exert a profound 
influence on the present time. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
NOI'ES FOR USING 1HE BIBUOGRAPHY 
5.1 General Layout 
This bibliography is divided first and foremost by town, in alphabetical 
order. The order is Brackley, Daventry, Kettering, King's Cliffe, Oundle, 
Peterborough, Rothwell, Towcester and Wellingborough. Each town's 
section is divided into three: books, articles and miscellaneous articles. 
There is also a section for general books, articles and miscellaneous articles 
which either do not mention specific towns or which were not personally 
seen and therefore could not be coded. This is found at the beginning of 
the bibliography. The bibliography therefore looks like this: -
GENERAL 
N 
N 
BRACKLEY 
N 
N 
DAVENTRY 
N 
N 
etcto 
BOOKS 
ARTIQ.ES 
. 
MISCELLANEOUS ARTIQ.ES 
BOOKS 
ARTIQ.ES 
MISCELLANEOUS ARTIQ.ES 
BOOKS 
ARTIQ.ES 
MISCELLANEOUS ARTIQ.ES 
WELUNGBOROUGH BOOKS 
ARTIQ.ES 
MISCELLANEOUS ARTIQ.ES 
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5.2 Books 
The following is an explanation of the constituent parts of a bibliographic 
entry for a book : -
author title 
volume number 
PFe of publication publisher 
BAKER, George. The I history and antiquities of the county of 
I I 
Northampton. Vol.I. London: John Bowyer Nichols and Son, (1822-30), 
pp.i,780. B, D, Ki. P, R, T, W. AH, Ar, E, G, M, P, R LUL 
year of publication 
towns subjects covered 
pages lilJrary 10000tion 
S.3 Journal Articles 
Journal articles are arranged alphabetically by author. Below is an example 
of a journal entry:-
author 
I 
CHANDLER, Keith. 
title name of journal 
Molis dancing at Brackley. '!'!B:!..!L!'!c..!k~le~yL.....!O~b!.!isO!Se'-!.r..!.ve~d:!.. 
Iournal of the Brackley and District History Society, (1986), I (1),22-35. AH, 
5 NeL 
lilJrary location 
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year of publication 
pages 
rolume & series no 
subjects covered 
The more frequently dted journals and bibliographies have been written 
out in full for the first entry for each town and subsequently have been 
abbreviated. Journal and bibliography titles are underlined in the entries. 
1. BLH.EMR 
2.EMB 
3.NCM 
4.NMB 
S.NPP 
6.NRS 
7. Peterborough Nat 
Hist. Sci and 
Arch Soc 
8. Tracts 
9.UHY 
= Bulletin of Local History. East Midland 
Region. 
= East Midlands Bibliography. 
= The Northampton County Magazine. 
= North Midland Bibliography. 
= Northamptonshire past and present. 
= Northamptonshire Record Society. 
= Peterborough Natural History, 
Scientific and Archaeological 
Society. 
= Tracts (rare and curious ... ) relating 
to Northamptonshire. 
= Urban History Yearbook. 
5.4 Miscellaneous Articles 
Miscellaneous articles, mainly from the Northamptonshire Studies 
Collection at the Central Library in Northampton, appear thus:-
LANGHORN, Mary. Sheaf Street. Daventry. The study of the past. present 
and provisional future of a narrow street in a small midland town. 
Unpublished, (1972), pp.l-lO. AH, Ar, I, P, T NeL 
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5.S.Coding 
The axling for towns is straightforward and appears in bold:-
B = Brackley 
D = Daventry 
K = Kettering 
Ki = King's Oiffe 
0 = Oundle 
p = Peterborough 
R = Rothwell 
T = Towcester 
W = Wellingborough 
There are 12 subject divisions in this bibliography. The codes take the first 
letter of the particular subject to which they refer and are ordered 
alphabetically, taking no account of importance of inclusion:-
Ag = Agriculture 
AH = Archaeology and History 
Ar = Art and Architecture 
G = Geology and Geography 
I = Industry 
M = Medicine 
N = Newspapers and generalia. 
P = Politics 
R = Religion 
5 = Society and Culture 
T = Transport 
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The library locations have been italicized thus:-
LUL = Leicester University library. 
LU:MFFL = Leicester University, Mark Fitch Fund library 
(Topography Room) 
NCL = Northampton Central library 
(Local Studies Collection) 
NUHL = Nottingham University Hallward library. 
5.6 Omissions 
All the books and journals were systematically searched except those 
which appeared in the North Midland Bibliography, East Midland 
Bibliography, Urban History Yearbook and Northamptonshire Notes and 
Queries. There were so many article entries for·this last journal that it was 
decided to enter it at the beginning of the section on general articles. This 
was because volume I took a whole day to study and record and there were 
six volumes in total. Five days work were saved by this decision. 
None of the general books in the local studies collection of Northampton 
Central Library were studied due to shortage of time. Only Bibliotheca 
Northamptonensis was briefly looked at from this section. Further 
research might finish this collection. 
About 100 miscellaneous articles which were noted down on the recording 
sheets, are not included in the bibliography because the author ran out of 
time. The miscellaneous articles for Kettering and Peterborough need to be 
finished. The other seven towns are completed. 
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Finally, the newspaper collections at Leicester and Northampton were not 
investigated except via a newspaper catalogue, listing the 'Northampton 
Mercury'. At Leicester it is stored on microfilm, covering the dates 1720-
1900. Northampton Central Library apparently has the complete collection 
in its original form in addition to microfilm copies. It is not known if any 
editions are missing. Please see appendix 5 for full details. 
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CHAPTER SIX 
CONa.USION 
This bibliography will initially meet the needs and form part of the 
reference ool1ection of the Centre for Urban History and be of use to them 
in the work of the 'Small Towns Project'. Additionally, it will be of interest 
to local historians and interested members of the public studying 
Northamptonshire and add to the growing body of local studies literature. 
This dissertation inoorporates an overview of the study of bibliography; a 
detailed description of how it was carried out, especially with reference to 
computer inputting using Apple Macintosh's and the Word 4 word 
processing package; an outline history of the oounty's small towns from 
1600 to 1850 and a chapter on how to use the bibliography itself. This is 
oomposed of books, articles and miscellaneous articles on the small towns 
of Brackley, Daventry, Kettering, King's Cliffe, Oundle, Peterborough, 
Rothwell, Towcester and Wellingborough. The whole work has been 
produced using modem laser printing technology on the QMS-PS 810. 
Computers will play an increasingly important role in such works because 
they help save time and money and are good for presentation. Any 
difficulty in funding, especially in these times of eoonomic crisis, should 
eventually be overoome because of the growing interest in local history 
and the need to meet that interest. 
This bibliography has gathered data from the libraries of Leicester 
University, the Mark Fitch Fund library of the Department of English 
Local History, Leicester University, Nottingham University Hallward 
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Library and the Northamptonshire Studies Collection, Northampton 
Central Library. An exploratory visit was also paid to Kettering Public 
Library and the Northamptonshire Record Office where basic information 
was collected. This is. included in the appendices. 
There is scope to make this a comprehensive bibliography by finishing 
entering the data on the miscellaneous articles collected; by extending the 
work to the general books, 'Northampton Mercury' newspaper, newspaper 
cuttings, maps and other materials of the Northamptonshire Studies 
Collection and by cataloguing the local studies collections of Brackley, 
Daventry, Kettering, Oundle, Peterborough, Rothwell, Towcester and 
Wellingborough libraries. Additionally, the British Library in London and 
the Bodleian Library in Oxford would provide hitherto undiscovered 
materials. 
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APPENDIXL 
A UST OF SMALL TOWNS AND THE HUNDREDS 
IN WHICH THEY ARE FOUND 
Brackley King's Sutton hundred 
Daventry Fawsley .. 
Kettering Huxloe .. 
King's Cliffe Willybrook .. 
Oundle Polebrook .. 
Peterborough Nassaburgh .. 
Rothwell Rothwell .. 
Towcester Towcester .. 
Wellingborough Hamfordshoe .. 
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APPENDIX 2. 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF LEICESTER UNIVERSITY, NOTIlNGHAM 
UNIVERSITY, HALLWARD AND NORTHAMPTON CENTRAL 
LIBRARIES 
1. LEICESTER UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
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2. N01TINGHAM UNIVERSITY, HALLWARD UBRARY 
3. NORTIIAMPTON CENTRAL UBRARY 
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APPENDIX 3. 
UST OF ITEMS SEARCHED HAVING RELEVANT MATERIAL 
TOGETHER WITH LOCATION 
BmuOGRAPHIFS 
Past Bibliography 
GROSS, C. A bibliography of British municipal history. New York, 1987. 
(2nd ed. 1966) LUL 
CuIrent Bibliographies 
British Humanities Index, 1962-91. 
Bulletin of Local History. East Midland Region, 1966-90. LUL, NUHL 
East Midland Bibliography, -1992 LUL 
North Midland Bibliography, LUL 
Urban History Yearbook, 1974-92. Leicester: University Press. LUL 
JOURNALS 
Archaeology in Northamptonshire, -1992. LUL 
Associated Architectural Societies' Report and Papers. 1850-1935. LUL, 
NUHL 
East Midland Geographer, 1954-92. LUL, NUHL 
Economic History Review, 1927-92. LUL, NUHL 
English Historical Review, 1886-1992. LUL, NUHL 
Historical Journal, 1958-92. LUL, NUHL 
Journal of Ecclesiastical History, 1950-92. LUL, NUHL 
Journal of the Northamptonshire Natural History Society and Field Oub 
NUHL 
Local Population Studies, -1992. LUL, NUHL 
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Midland History, 1971-92. LUL, NUHL 
The Northampton County Magazine, 1928-33. NUHL 
The Northamptonshire Antiquarian Society. Reports and Papers NUHL 
Northamptonshire Archaeology, 1973-92. LUL, NUHL 
Northamptonshire Architectural and Archaeological Society. Reports and 
Papers NUHL 
Northamptonshire Archives Committee. Annual Report LUL 
Northamptonshire and Huntingdonshire Archives Committee NUHL 
Northamptonshire Notes &: Queries, Vols. I-VI, 1886-%. LUL, NUHL 
Northamptonshire Past and Present, 1948-... LUL, NUHL 
Northamptonshire Record Society, 1922-... LUL, (LU:MFFL), NUHL 
Dlla - Podrida. The Northamptonshire Monthly Magazine NUHL 
Peterborough Natural History, Scientific and Archaeological Society. 
Report and Papers. 1893-1937. NUHL 
Precis of the ..... annual report of the Peterborough Natural History, 
Scientific and Archaeological Society,... NUHL 
Recusant History LUL, NUHL 
Tracts relating to Northamptonshire NUHL 
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LIST OF ITEMS SEARCHED l:i!1I. HAVING R.ELEV ANT MATElUAL 
TOGE1HER WITII LOCATION 
JOURNALS 
Bulletin of the Northamptonshire federation of Archaeological Societies 
LUL 
Eoonomy and History LUL 
Explorations in Eoonomic History LUL 
Historical Studies LUL 
History LUL 
History Today LUL 
History Workshop LUL 
Industrial Archaeology LUL 
Industrial Archaeology Review LUL 
Journal of British Studies LUL 
Journal of the Northampton museums and art gallery LUL 
The Journal of Regional and Local Studies LUL 
Local Historian LUL 
Local History Magazine LUL 
Northamptonshire and Huntingdonshire Archives Committee. Annual 
Report LUL, NUHL 
Northamptonshire Archaeological Society. Calendar and Newsletter. 
LUL 
Northamptonshire Mirror LUL 
Research in Eoonomic History LUL 
Textile History LUL 
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APPENDIX 4. 
NEWSPAPERS 
THE 'NORTHAMPTON MERCVRr. 
Founded in 1720 by Robert Raikes and William Dicey, it claims the 
distinction of having the longest uninterrupted run of publication of any 
newspaper. It was Whig in politics. 
1) CORDON, Ruth. Newsplan. report of the Newsplan project in the 
East Midlands. April 1987-Iuly 1988. London: The British library, 
(1989). LUL 
Below are extracts from Ruth Cordon's work on newspaper collections 
referring to Northamptonshire. 
Location of Files: Abbreviations Used. 
The files are available for public inspection by prior appointment 
(advisable even for public libraries) unless otherwise stated. 
BL British library Newspaper library, Colindale Ave, London 
Br lib 
Davlib 
Ketlib 
LeUL 
NhHQ 
~95HE 071~1~ 
Brackley library, Manor Rd, Brackley. 
Daventry library, Ashworth St, Daventry. 
Kettering library, Sheep St, Kettering. 
0280703455 
0327703130 
0536512315 
Leicester University library, Leicester University, 
University Rd, Leicester, LE1 7RH 0533 522522 
Northamptonshire library Service Headquarters, 
27 Cuildhall Rd, Northampton, NNl lEF. 0604 20262 
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Nb lib Local Studies Dept, Central library, Abington St, 
Northampton, NNl lEF. 060426771/2 
Nb LS Northamptonshire Library Service: 
'address as Nb HQ or Nb lib. 
Nb Mus A Abington Museum, Abington Park, Northampton, 
NNl SLW. 0604 31454 
NbRO Northamptonshire Record Office, Wootton Hall Park, 
Northampton, NN4 9BQ 0604 762129 
NEWSPAPERS 
2) TIlE BRITISH LIBRARY. Catalogue of the Newspaper library. 
Collindale. Vo1.2. England and Wales. Scotland. Ireland. 
London: British Museum Publications Ltd. (1975). 
1) N'HANTS 
a) The County Press; for Northamptonshire, 
Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire, no. 1-179. 
23 Jan, 1808 - 26 June, 1811. 
b) The Northampton & Wellingborough Free Press. 
(1834) no. 189-208. 16 Aug - 27 Dec, 1834. 
2) PETERBOROUGH 
c) Huntingdon, Bedford, Cambridge & Peterborough 
Gazette, etc, (Huntingdon, Bedford & Peterborough 
Gazetter, and Cambridge and Hertford Independent 
Press.) (1818-39.) 
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d) The Peterborough Herald and Farmer's Tradesman's, 
and Working Man's Journal. no. 1-13. 
29 June-28 Sept, 1850. 
e) Peterborough Monthly Advertiser. 
no. 1.9"April-Dec, 1846. 
3) NEWSPLAN 
a) BRACKLEY MISCELLANY AND ADVERTISER. monthly. 
Brackley, Alfred Green. (1855-1858) 
(literary pamphlet containing two pages of local news and 
advertisements) 
Northampton Record Office, no. 31. July. 1858. fair. 
b) KEIIERING 
THE CITIZEN NEW SERIES monthly. 
Kettering. T. Waddington. 
vol 1. June, 1846. - no 17. Nov, 1847. 
, a monthly periodical devoted to the advocacy of political 
religious and commercial freedom' (Earlier series began 
15th Feb, 1844) 
(Contains commentary on news, local & national) 
Nh. R.O. July, 1846. Sept, 1847. Nov, 1847. 
c) COUNTY PRESS FOR NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, BEDFORDSHIRE 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE AND HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 
Northampton 
no s. 23 Jan, 1808, no. 179. 26 Jun, 1811. 
BC Complete file. 
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Nh libs. complete file, bound in 1 Vol., binding poor &: very 
light. 
Nh RO 3O,Jan, 1808,4,11,25 Oct, 15,29 Nov-27 Dec, 
1810-19 Jun 1811, incomplete 
d) MERCURY AND HERAID free 
United Newspapers, Northampton Mercury Co. Ltd, 
Upper Mounts, Northampton. 
no.l. 2 May. 1720 - to date. 
(Northampton Mercury to 30 Oct, 1931.) 
BL May 1720-24 Apr, 1721, 10 Oct, 1722 - 18 Mar, 1723: 
14 May - 5 Nov, 1733,30 Jun, 1740, 3 ) et. 1743-30 Dec, 1751; 
1763-18 Nov. 1765,1770 - to date (1773-1807 incomplete) 
Lacking Oct-Dec, 1912 ( 1720 - 6 Jul. 1743, Apr. 1751-6, 
May, 1771, 1872-1896, 1898, 1910, 1911, Jan-Sep 1912). 
KET ET 1781-1874. Lacking. 1788-92, 1797-1805, 1830-32, 
1851, 1857 bound. 
Nh lib 120 to date apparently complete (not checked for' 
revising issues) 
Nh HQ 1750-1%9 (C&E deposit> incomplete run apparently 
lacldng many vols including 1755-76, 1855-57, 1874-76, 
1~15, 1917-31,19~35. 
Also Nh Ub duplicates 1789-93, 1799-1807, 1811-1812, 
1814-1825,1931. 
Nh Ro, 1737-1959, (Nh lib deposit> lacldng 1744-45, 1761-74. 
1779-80,1785-86,1931 bound. 
See also Peterborough Museum Society. Bodleian library. 
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mE NORmAMPTON MERCURY. 
Founded in 1720 by Robert Raikes and William Dicey, it claims the 
distinction of having the longest uninterrupted run of publication of any 
newspaper. It was Whig in politics. 
From: 
1) GORDON, Ruth. Newsplan. report of the NewSJ?lan project in the 
East Midlands. April 1987-Iuly 1988. London: The British library, 
(1989). LUL 
Below are extracts from Ruth Gordon's work on newspaper collections 
refening to Northamptonshire. 
Location of files: abbreviations used. 
The files are available for public inspection by prior appointment 
(advisable even for public libraries) unless otherwise stated. 
BL British library Newspaper library, Colindale Ave, London 
NW9 5HE 071 636 1544 
Br lib Brackley library, Manor Rd, Brackley. 0280 703455 
Dav lib Daventry library, Ashworth St, Daventry. 0327703130 
Ketlib Kettering library, Sheep St, Kettering. 0536 512315 
LeUL Leicester University library, Leicester University, 
University Rd, Leicester, LEl 7RH 0533 522522 
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NhHQ Northamptonshire Ubrary Service Headquarters, 
27 Guildhall Rd, Northampton, NN1 1EF. 0604 20262 
NhUb Local Studies Dept, Central Ubrary, Abington St, 
Northampton, NN1 1EF. 060426771/2 
Nh LS Northamptonshire Ubrary Service: 
address as Nh HQ or Nh Ub. 
Nh Mus A Abington Museum, Abington Park, 
Northampton, NN1 SLW. 060431454 
NhRO Northamptonshire Record Office, Wootton Hall Park, 
Northampton, NN4 9BQ 0604 762129 
NEWSPAPERS 
From: 
2) TIlE BRITISH LIBRARY. Catalogue of the Newspaper Library. 
Collindale. Vol,2. England and Wales. Scotland. Ireland. 
London: British Museum Publications Ltd. (1975). 
1) N'HANTS 
a) The County Press; for Northamptonshire, 
Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire, no, 1-179. 
23 Jan. 1808-26 June 1811. 
b) The Northampton ok Wellingborough Free Press. 
(1834) no. 189-208. 16 Aug-27 dec. 1834. 
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2) PE I ERBOROUGH 
c) Huntingdon, Bedford, Cambridge &: Peterborough 
Gazette, etc, (Huntingdon, Bedford &: Peterborough 
Gazetter, and Cambridge and Hertford Independent 
Press.) (1818-39.) 
d) The Peterborough Herald and Farmer's Tradesman's, 
and Working Man's Journal. no. 1-13. 
29 June-28 Sept, 1850. 
e) Peterborough Monthly Advertiser. 
no.1.9. April-Dec, 1846. 
3) NEWSPLAN 
a) BRACKLEY MISCELLANY AND ADVERTISER. monthly. 
Brackley, Alfred Green. (1855-1858) 
(Literary pamphlet containing two pages of local news and 
advertisements) 
Northampton Record Office, no 31. Jul, 1858. fair. 
b) KEI IERING 
THE CITIZEN NEW SERIES monthly. 
Kettering. T. Waddington. 
vol 1. Jun, 1846. - no 17. Nov. 1847. 
, a monthly periodical devoted to the advocacy of political 
religious and commercial freedom' (Earlier series began 
15th Feb. 1844) 
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(Contains oommentary on news, local &: national) 
Nh. R.O. July. 1846. Sep 1847. Nov, 1847. 
e) COUNTY PRESS FOR NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, BEDFORDSHIRE 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE AND HUNTINGOONSHIRE. 
Northampton 
nos. 23 Jan 1808, no, 179 26 Jun, 1811. 
BC Complete file. 
Nh Ubs. complete file, bound in 1 VOL, binding poor &: very 
light. 
Nh RO 3O,Jan, 1808, 4, 11, 25 Oct, IS, 29 Nov - 27 [)ee, 1810 -
19 Jun 1811, incomplete 
d) MERCURY AND HERALD free 
United Newspapers, Northampton Mercury Co. Ltd, Upper 
Mounts, Northampton. 
no.l. 2 May. 1720 - to date. 
(Northampton Mercury to 30 Oct, 1931.) 
. BL May 1720-24 Apr, 1721: 10Oct, 1722-18 Mar, 1723, 
14 May - 5 Nov. 1733,30 Jun. 1740,3 )ct. 1743-30 [)ee, 1751, 
1763 - 18 Nov. 1765, 1770 - to date (1773-1807 incomplete) 
Lacking Oct-Dec, 1912 ( 1720-6 Jul, 1743, Apr, 1751 - 6 May 
1771,1872-1896,1898,1910,1911, Jan-Sep 1912). 
I<ET ET 1781-1874. Lacking, 1788-92, 1797-1805, 1830-32, 
1851, 1857 bound. • 
Nh lib 120 to date apparently complete (not checked for 
revising issues) 
Nh HQ 1750-1969 (C&:E deposit) inoomplete run apparently 
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lacking many vols including 1755-76, 1855-57,1874-76, 
1908-15,1917-31,1933-35. 
Also Nh Ub duplicates 1789-93, 1799-1807, 1811-1812, 
1814-1825,1931. 
Nh Ro, 1737-1959, (Nh lib deposit) lacking 1744-45, 1761-74. 
1779-80,1785-86,1931 bound. 
See also Peterborough Museum Society. Bodleian library. 
Nh lib 1720-1985 &: continuing (very occasionally missing 
issues) EP 168 reels negs EP, file Nh lib filmed 1960 on. 
CUL 1720-1976 film as above. 
Ce Ull720-1900 film as above. 
Nu HQ 1720-1846 duplicate film as above. 
Nh RO. 1720-1758 film as above. 
recommend BC to xxx the cost of this run. 
e) NORTHAMPTON FREE PRESS. 
no.l. 4 Jan, 1831 - no 20827 Dec, 1834. 
from 6 Jul, 1833-9 Aug, 1834 Northampton and Leamington 
Free Press (then Northampton and Wellingborough Free Press). 
BG complete file. 
f) NORTHAMPTON HERALD 
Vol. 12 Nov, 1831-30. Oct, 1931. 
(incorporated with Northampton Mercury) 
Bh file lacking 1872, 1897 (xx 1911, 1912) 
Nh lib 1831-1931 apparently lacking Oct-Dec, 1866, 1869-70, 
1873-75, Oct-Dec, 1876. 
Nh RO 1831-1931 
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Nh lib 1831-1931 complete EP 74 reels, negs. 
g) NORTIiAMPTONSHIRE FREE PRESS, SOUTH MIDLAND NEWS ed. 
no.1. 15 Nov, 1856. - no. 59. 26 Dec, 1857. 
BL complete file. 
Nh RO, no. 33. 27 Jun, 1857. 
h) NORTIiAMPTONSHIRE PENNY NEWS, 
WORKING MENS JOURNAL AND WEEKLY ADVERTISER. 
Kettering. 
no.I. 15 Nov, 1856 - no.l0. 17 Jan, 1857. 
Discontinued. 
B.C. complete file. 
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APPENDIXS. 
NORTHAMPTON CENTRAL UBRARY 
LOCAL STUDIES COLLECI10N GUIDE 
The Northamptonshire Studies Collection has a blue handwritten zuide 
to the local room classification. It is arranged by subject and divided into 
Part 1 - place numbers, and Part 2 - a subject schedule. The local guide has 
an entry for bibliographies at (1). This is a useful section, providing 
references to 19th century and earlier sources. 
The subject schedule, Part 2 is based on the categorical tables from Brown's 
Subject Classification (1906 edition). The tables have been considerably 
modified in order that they should conform more closely to the needs of 
the Northamptonshire Collection. 
The schedule is especially relevant for the towns of Kettering (164), 
Peterborough (213) and Wellingborough (257) owing to the large size of 
these towns' collections. The schedule is not so relevant for other places 
because the coverage is more limited. The general Northamptonshire 
section has a large body of material and therefore the schedule is more 
directly applicable to it. 
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APPENDIX 6. 
CODING SHEETS USED 
I. BOOKS/DISSERTATIONS ETC. 
Place(s) County ... ' ........ ... 
Author(s) Surname Initials _ ......• 
Ti tle i!'I full 
...................................................................................................... 
Place of Publ. Year Pages (total no.I ...... . 
Theses: 
Code(s) 
2.. 
Place(s) 
University Degree Year 
ARTICLES 
.. ................... ... , ............................... .. ~ .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... County .................... 
Author(s) .................................................................................... Initials 
. , Title of paper (in full) ................................................................................................. 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. 
Journal (in full) ............................................................................................................. 
Series No .•.•••• Vol No ...•.•• Year •••.•.• Pages .••.••• Code(s) 
3. 
Place(s) 
MISC. ARTICLES IN COLLECTIONS 
.............................................................................. County •.•...•....... 
Author(s) Surname, ....................................... Initials ....... . 
. '
T1 tIe of paper/chapter .................................................. . 
Editor(s) Surname ............................. : ......... Initials ..... .. 
Title of collection ...................................................... 
Place of Publ. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Year ...... Pages . ..... 
Code(s) ............... 
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APPENDIX 7. 
NOR1lIAMPTONSHIRE RECORD OFFICE. 
. SUMMARY OF THE VISIT. 
The Record Office has card indexes to which people tum to start their 
searches. The relevant cards are:-
'RECORD OFFICE P AMPLETS' A-Z. 
and 'PLACE NAME INDEX' A-Z. 
The contents of these cards cover:-
Charters, guides, charity records, articles from magazines, auction sale 
catalogues, journal volumes, Historical Society papers. deeds, books, items 
of historical interest, parish register records, court rolls, nonconformist 
registers, maps, letters, diaries, accounts, minute books, wills, photographs 
and films. Also included are official, judicial and administrative records of 
county and other local government authorities, diocese of Peterborough 
records, probate records, records of local families and estates, businesses, 
professional firms and societies, Microfilm copies of census returns. 
93 
APPENDIX. 8. 
KEI IERING PUBUC UBRARY. LOCAL STUDIES COLLECTION 
SUMMARY OF A VISIT 
The author was given a typed guide to the collection on a visit to the 
library. The collection contains approximately 11,500 books and pamphlets. 
These are arranged by place with sub-divisions by subject for the largest 
towns. A subject index to the classification scheme is available upon 
request. 
The collection consists of rate and tithe books dating from 1766-1955; sale 
catalogues from the 19th century; sermons and religious tracts; several 
hundred books by local authors, 220 books by local poets from the 17th to 
20th centuries; a collection of books by local printers; broadsheets from 
1768 to the 19th century; the John Clare collection from 1820; 
Northamptonshire directories from 1784 including Bailey's British 
Directory. vo1.2., 1784; the Universal British Directory. 1791; Pi got &Co. 
1824,1830,1841: Kelly. W., of 1847 &1854 and Slater's of 1850. 
There are approximately 4,000 engravings, lithographs, drawings, water-
colours, etc covering most of the towns and villages in the county. 
Amongst these are water-colour and sepia drawings of church 
monuments dated about 1800 and a collection of pen and ink drawings of 
Northamptonshire churches drawn by J.Bucker in the 1850's. There are 
historical maps of the county from 1576 and town and village maps from 
the early enclosure days. 
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Microfilms are held of the Whig Northampton Mercur.y newspaper, from 
17'20-1850, while mpies of the Tory Northampton Herald (1831 -1931) are 
held. In 1931 it merged with the Northampton Mercur.y. Finally poll books 
are kept dating from 1702 to 1868 mvering the county. 
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APPENDIX 9. 
ADDRESSES, TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND OPENING HOURS OF THE 
RELEVANT NORTHAMPTONSHIRE LIBRARIES WHIOf HAVE LOCAL 
STUDIES OOLLECl10NS 
(coned at July 1991). 
L BRACKLEY UBRARY 
Manor Road, 
Brackley, NN13 6AJ 
Tel; Brackley (0280) 703455 
Prindpallibrarian Miss B.P. Hudson, MA ALA 
OPENING HOURS 
Monday Closed. 
Tuesday 10-1,2-7. 
Wednesday 10-1,2-7. 
Thursday 10-1,2-7. 
Friday 10-1,2-7. 
Saturday 9.30-12.30. 
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2. DAVENTRYUBRARY 
North St. 
Daventry NN11 SPN 
Tel: Daventry (0327) 703130 
Prindpallibrarian: Mr I.J. Clarke, B.A. ALA. 
OPENING HOURS 
Monday 9.30-5. 
Tuesday 9.30-7.30. 
Wednesday 9.30-5. 
Thursday 9.30-7.30. 
Friday 9.30-7.30. 
Saturday 9.30-12.30. 
3. ICE I I EKING UBRARY. 
Sheep Street, 
Kettering NN16 OA Y 
Tel: Kettering (0536) 512315 
Prindpallibrarian Ms Janene Cox 
OPENING HOURS 
Monday 9.30-8.00. 
Tuesday 9.30-8.00. 
Wednesday 9.30-8.00. 
Thursday 9.30-5.00. 
Friday 9.30-5.00. 
Saturday 9.304.00. 
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4. NORTHAMPTONSlnRE CENTRAL UBRARY 
Abington Street, 
Northampton NN1 2BA 
Tel: Northampton (0604) 26771/2 
Central library manager: Sharon Palmer 
OPENING HOURS 
Monday 9.30-8.00. 
Tuesday 9.30-S.00. 
Wednesday 9.30-8.00. 
Thursday 9.30-S.00. 
Friday 9.30-8.00. 
Saturday 9.30-4.00. 
s. NORTHAMPTONSlnRE RECORD OmCE 
Wootton Hall Park, Northampton 
Northampton, NN4 9BQ. 
Tel (0604) 762129 
County Archivist Miss RWatson. 
OPENING HOURS 
Monday 9.00-4.4S. 
Tuesday 9.00-4.4S. 
Wednesday 9.00-4.4S. 
Thursday 9.00-7.4S. 
Friday 9.00-4.1S. 
Saturdays 9.00-12.15 Two a month only. 
98 
6. OUNDLE LIBRARY 
Glapthome Road, 
Oundle PES CA 
Tel: Oundle (0832) 272 584 
OPENING HOURS 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Closed. 
11-1,2-5,5.30-7. 
2-5,5.30-7. 
11-1,2-5. 
2-5,5.30-7. 
9.30-12.30. 
7. PETERBOROUGH CENTRAL LIBRARY 
Broadway, 
Peterborough PE1 lRX. 
Tel. Peterborough (0733) 348343 
library Manager Mr Richard Hemmings 
OPENING HOURS 
Monday 9.30-7.00. 
Tuesday 9.30-7.00. 
Wednesday 9.30-7.00. 
Thursday 9.30-7.00 
Friday 9.30-7.00. 
Saturday 9.30-5.00. 
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8. ROlHWELL LIBRARY 
Market Hill, 
Rothwell, 
Kettering NN14 2EP 
Tel Kettering (0536) 711880 
OPENING HOURS 
Monday 10-1,2-7 
Tuesday 10-1,2-7 
Wednesday 10-1,2-7 
Thursday Closed. 
Friday 10-1,2-7 
Saturday Closed. 
9. TOWCESTER LIBRARY 
Richmond Rd. 
Towcester NN12 7EX 
Tel: Towcester (0327) 50794 
OPENING HOURS 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
10-1,2-5,5.30-7 
Closed. 
10-1,2-5,5.30-7 
10-1,2-5,5.30-7 
10-1,2-5,5.30-7 
9.30-12.30. 
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10. WELUNGSOROUGH USRARY 
Pebble Lane, 
Wellingborough NN8 lAS 
Tel: Wellingborough (0933) 225365 
Assistant county librarian (East) Mr D. Bond 
OPENING HOURS 
Monday lO.()().6.00 
Tuesday lO.()().6.00 
Wednesday lO.()().6.oo 
Thursday lO.()().6.00 
Friday 9.30-8.00 
Saturday 9.30-4.00 
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A BmLIOGRAPHY OF THE 
SMALL TOWNS IN 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, 
1600-1850 
GENERAL 
BOOKS 
A biozraphical account of the works relating to English topozraphy in 
the library of Iohn Tricks Spalding LP. Nottingham. VoI.IV. 
Monmouthshire-Sussex. Exeter: James G. Conmin, (1913), pp.459. N, S 
LUL 
CAMDEN, W. Brittannia. Vol.D., (1806). AH (not seen) 
cox, J. Charles. ed. The records of the borough of Northampton. Vol.D. 
(1898). LU:MFFL 
EVANS, J. and J. BRITTON. The beauties of England and Wales. 
Vol.XI, Northamptonshire. (1810). AH (not seen) 
GASKELL, Emest. Northamptonshire leaders. Social and political. 
London: The Queenhithe Printing and Publishing Co., (1907). P, S 
LUL 
GROSS, Charles. A bibliography of British municipal history including 
gilds and parliamentary representation. New York: Longmans, Green 
and Co., (1897), pp.xxxiv, 461. B, D, P. AH, N, P LUL 
GROSS, Charles. A bibliography of British municipal history including 
gilds and parliamentary representation. 2nd ed. Leicester: University 
Press, (1966), pp.xxxiv, 461. B, D, P.AH, N, P LUL 
HARTSHORNE, Charles Henry. An endeavour to classify the 
sepulchral remains in Northamptonshire .... Cambridge: J. &: J.J. 
Deighton, (1840), pp.lv, 58. Ar LUL 
1 
Historical collections relating to Northamptonshire. Northampton : 
Dryden Press, (1896). AH, Ar, N, R. 5 LUL 
HUMPHREYS, Arthur L. A handbook to county bibliography. being a 
bibliography of bibliographies relating to the counties and towns of 
Great Britain and Ireland. London: Strangeways & Sons, (1917), pp.x, 
501. AH, N LUL 
KING, Edmund. ed. A Northamptonshire miscellany. Northampton : 
Northampton Record Society, (1983). pp.167. In EMB. 22 (1), (1984), p.6. 
Ar LUL (not seen) 
KING, P.I. and J. HOTINE. eds. Northamptonshire and Rutland Clergy 
from 1500 to 1900. Indexes of persons. places & subjects. Addenda & 
Corrigenda to 1942. Vo1.16. Northampton: Northamptonshire Record 
Society, (1952), pp.vii, 809. R,S LUL 
LONG DEN, Henry Isham. Administrations of the Archdeaconry of 
Northampton. 1546-1676. London: Mitchell Hughes and Clarke, (18??), 
pp.104. LU:MFFL 
LONGDEN, Henry Isham. Northamptonshire and Rutland clergy from 
1500. Vols.1-15. Northampton: Archer & Goodman, (1938-42). R, 5 
LUL 
MARKHAM, Christopher A. ed. The records of the borough of 
Northampton. Vol.I. (1898). LU:MFFL 
Northamptonshire. The county handbook. 9th. ed. Cheltenham: Ed. J. 
Burrow & Co., (1967), pp.SO. AH, I LUL 
2 
Royal Commission on Historical Monuments, England. An inventory 
of non-conformist chapels and meeting houses in central England. 
London: HMSO, (1984). (not seen) 
RYLAND, W., D. ADKINS AND R.M. SERJEANTSON. eds. The 
Victoria history of the counties of England. Northamptonshire. Vol.I. 
Westminster: Archibald Constable, (1902), pp.xx, 436. Ar, G LUL 
Slater'S royal national and comercial directory and topography of the 
, 
counties of. Bedfordshire ..... Suffolk. Manchester: Isaac Slater, (1850). 
B,O, K. 0, P, R. T, W. AH, E, G, I, N, R, S, T LUL 
TAYLOR, John. Bibliotheca Northantonensis. Vols.1-71. Unpublished, 
(1884). AH, N NeL 
WOOD, M. The common mind: a study of the Charity school 
movement in Northamptonshire. Leicester University: Unpublished 
M.A. Dissertation, (1975). AH, E LUL (not seen) 
ARTICLES 
ARNOLD, Marion. Northamptonshire libraries, Northamptonshire 
Studies Collection. Bulletin of Local History. East Midland Region. XIII, 
(1978), pp.8-13. In East Midland Bibliography. 16, (1978), p.5. AH, N 
LUL, NUHL (not seen) 
BURGESS, J.H. The social structure of Bedfordshire and 
Northamptonshire 1524-1674. York University: Unpublished DPhil 
thesis, (1979). In BLH.EMR. XVII, (1982), pp.46. and EMB. 18, (1980), p.98. 
AH, S LUL (not seen) 
3 
CHAMBERS, Ralph Frederick. The Strict Baptist chapels of England. 
Vol.4: The chapels of the industrial midlands £including Rutland, 
Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and South-West Lincolnshire.]. 
London: Strict Baptist Historical Society, (1%3), pp.139. In North 
Midland Bibliography, 1-3, (1963-65). AR. R LUL (not seen) 
DRAPER, J. Eighteenth century earthenware tea and coffee pots in 
Northampton Museum. Northampton: The Museum, (1978). pp.32. In 
BLH.EMR. XIII, (1978), p.39. AR, Ar LUL (not seen) 
EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL. Official guide. 
Wallington : Home Publishing Co., (1983). pp.64. In EMB, 21, (3&4), 
(1983), p.? AR, Ar LUL (not seen) 
FULLER, Roland. The Bassett-Louke story. London : New Cavendish 
Books, (1984). pp.352. In EMB, 22 (1), (1984), p.5. Ar, S LUL (not seen) 
GENTLES, I. The purchasers of Northamptonshire crown lands 1649-
1660. Midland History, III (3), (1976), pp.206-232. Ag, AH, P, S LUL, 
NUHL 
GORDON, Peter, The Wakes of Northamptonshire. Northampton : 
Northamptonshire Libraries and Information Service, (1992). In East 
Midlands Bibliography, (19 ), pp. AR, S LUL (not seen) 
GORING, J. & J. WAKE. eds. Northamptonshire lieutenancy papers 
and other documents .... Northampton : Northants. Record Office, 
(1975). pp.147. In EMB, 14, (1976), pp. AR, Ar, P LUL (not seen) 
GRUENFELDER, J.K. Two midland parliamentary elections of 1604: 
Northamptonshire and Worcestershire. Midland History, III (4), (1976), 
pp. 241-255. In BLH.EMR, XIII, (1978), pp.50. AR, P LUL, NUHL 
4 
HUTH, Henry. The Huth library. A catalogue of the printed books ... 
relating to the history of Northamptonshire. Tracts,2 ch xxn, (1881), 
pp.1-20. AH,N NUHL 
KENNEDY, J.C. An investigation to the history of printing and 
associated trades in Northamptonshire. Northampton: (1976). pp.16. In 
BLH.EMR, XII, (1977), pp.39. AH, I LUL (not seen) 
KING, P.I. The Northamptonshire County Record Office. BLH.EMR. 
XII, (1977), pp.3-11. AH, N LUL, NUHL 
MOUNFIELD, P.R. The footwear industry of the East Midlands. (I~. 
Northamptonshire from medieval times to 1700. East Midland 
Geographer. 3 (7), (1965), pp.394-413. AH, I LUL 
NEESON, J.M. Common right and enclosure in eighteenth century 
Northamptonshire. Warwick University: Unpublished PhD thesis, 
(1977). In BLH.EMR, Ag, AH LUL (not seen) 
PALMER, J. The growth of pin manufacturing and its effect on 
Northamptonshire. Northamptonshire and Bedfordshire Life, 68 (6), 
(1977), pp.46-50. In BLH.EMR, XIII, (1978), pp.50. AH, I LUL, NUHL 
(not seen) 
PIGOT AND CO., JAMES. Tames Pigot and Co.'s national commercial 
directory. 1830. [Northamptonshire section]. [1st ed. reprinted); 
introduction by Victor A. Hatley. Northampton: Northamptonshire 
libraries, 1975. pp.3S. In EMB, 13, (1975), p.74. AH, I LUL (not seen) 
PURSER, Philip. Philip Purser's Northamptonshire. Illustrated 
London News, 269 (6991), (198?), pp.41-44. In Local Studies Index. 1-2, 
(1981-82), pp. LUL (not seen) 
5 
PUINAM, Bertha H. Northamptonshire wage assessments of 1560 and 
1667. Economic History Review. I, (1927), pp.124-134. AH, I, S LUL 
RAJCZONEK, J. and V.A. HATLEY. Book reviews: shoemakers in 
Northamptonshire 1762-1911 : a statistical summary. Northampton 
Historical Series. 6, (1971), pp.36. MOUNFIELO, P.R In East Midland 
Geographer,S (6), (1972), No.38. AH, Ar, I LUL 
SHORTHOUSE, RW. Justices of the peace in Northamptonshire 1830-
1845. Part n. The work of the county magistrates. NPP, V (3), (1975), 
pp.243-252. P, S LUL, NUHL 
SMITH, Juliet. Northamptonshire and the Soke of Peterborough. 
London: Faber, 1968. pp.128. In North Midland Bibliography. 6, (1968), 
p.4. AH, Ar LUL (not seen) 
Some opinions of Northamptonshire. NPP. I, (4), (1951), pp.33. S LUL, 
NUHL 
SOUTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL. Official guide. 
Wallington : Home Publishing, (1983). pp.60. In EMB,21 (1&:2), (1983), 
p.3. AH, Ar LUL (not seen) 
SWEETING, W.O. ed. Northamptonshire justices of the peace, 1650. 
NNO. I, (1886), p.5. AH, P, 5 WL, NUHL 
THOMPSON, R. Leather manufacture in the post-medieval period 
with special reference to Northamptonshire. Post-Medieval 
Archaelogy,15, (1981), pp.l01-175. In Archaeology in 
Northamptonshire. (1981), pp. AH, I LUL 
6 
VALENTINE, M. Holy wells of Northamptonshire. New Duston : 
Hundreds Press, 1984/5. In BLH.EMR. XX, (1985), p.43. AH, Ar, R LUL 
(not seen) 
WEBB, P.G. Portrait of Northamptonshire. Hale, 1977, pp.206. In 
BLH.EMR. XIII, (1978), pp.99. Ar LUL (not seen) 
WHITAKER, Harold. A descriptive list of the printed maps of 
Northamptonshire A.D. 1576-1900. NRS, XIV, (1948), pp.xvi, 216. G 
LUL, NUHL 
MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES 
Bibliography. (18??). AH, N NCL 
HILUER, W.E. (PETERBOROUGH LOCAL HISTORY INFORMATION 
GROUP. eds.) Catalogue of directories and poll books for 
Northamptonshire. Huntingdonshire and the Soke of Peterborough. 
together with some for adjacent counties. Peterborough: City Museum 
& Art Gallery, (1977). pp.S. AH, N LUL Pamphlet in Local Studies 
Collection 
GOMME, G.L. ed. Topographical history of Norfolk, Northamptonshire 
and Northumberland. Gentleman's Magazine. (1896). LUL (not seen) 
NORTHAMPTON PUBUC UBRARY. lllustrated catalogue of prints. 
photographs and original drawings of places in Northamptonshire. 
forming the geographical and topographical collection housed in the 
Local Room. Northampton: Libraries Committee, (1925). NCL 
7 
BRACKLEY 
BOOKS 
BAKER, George. The history and antiquities of the county of 
Northampton. Vol.I. London: John Bowyer Nichols and Son, (1822-30), 
pp.i,78O. D, Ki. P, R. T, W. AH, Ar, E, G, M, P, R, 5 LUL 
BARBER, Henry. A forgotten chapter in English church history. AD 1642 
to 1662. diocese of Peterborough. Leicester: 5. Barker & Co, (1898). D, K, 
Ki. 0, P, R. T, W. R, P LUL 
BRACKLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL. Borough of Brackley charter 
celebrations. 700th anniversary. Souvenir guide and programme. 
Croydon: The Home Publishing Co., (1960). AH, E, P, 5 NCL 
BRIDGES, John. The histOlY and antiquities of Northamptonshire. Vol.1. 
Oxford: T. Payne, (1791), pp. vi, 610. D, T. AH, Ar, E, G, N, P,'R, 5 LUL 
BURCHAM, G.R ed. Brackley. Northants. The official guide. 3rd ed., 5th 
ed. Croydon: The Home Publishing Co., (196?), (1978), (1980), (1986), (1989). 
E,G, P NCL 
CARTWRIGHT, W. Brackley Union. Bye laws. approved by the board of 
guardians and sanctioned by the poor-law commissioners. Brackley : 
Joseph BarTett, (1837). P NCL 
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